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other. One of them—the first one—has beer ex- 
ercised from the day it was gran‘ed, and has been 
greatly abused, and perverted to objects for which 
i was not granted; the other has never been exer- 
cised at all; and has remained so long dormant 
that its purpose seems to have beeh forgotien, 
though the clause is often invoked to cover all 
sorts of absurd and unconstitutional propositions. 
Mr. Jefferson, by his report, and Mr. Madison, by 
his resolutions, at.empted to execute this power— 
to give it a practical application to foreign com- 
merce, according tothe meaning of the Consti- 
iwion; and their plan was to es'ablish a discrimi- 
nating duty of ten per cent. against the products 
and manufacturcs of the countries which refused 
to enter into treaties of reciprocity with us; that is, 
who refused to take some of our staples on favora- 
ble terms, in consideration of the favor we extended 
to theirs. ‘The cheapness of our Government, and 
the largeness and value of our exports, it was seen, 
from the beginning, must put it into our power to 
demand, and to command, equivalents from other 
pations for the free or cheap admission of their 
products ioto our country; and this is what Mr. 
Madison's resolutions proposed to do. He was 
defeated, and barely defeated, by the Federalists 
andthe British merchants, headed by Gen. Hamil- 
ton; and immediately after the rejection of his re- 
solutions, the wars of the French Revolution came 
on, followed by the decrees of the Emperor Napo- 
leon, and orders in council of the British; which, 
in a measure, broke up fureign commerce; and, at 
all events, put it out of our power to regulate even 
our own by law. These wars, and these ruinous 
attacks upon commerce, have long since ceased; 
and since ten years, he (Mr. B) had meditated 
the revival of the great work commenced by Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Madison, in 1793, and defeated 
by the Federal votes and British influence of that 
day. 


Without going further into the subject at pre- 
sent, Mr. B. said, that the consequence of de‘eat- 
ing Mr. Madison’s resolutions were—first, that an 
important and express power in the Constitution 
had remained unexecuated for fifiy years; secondly, 
that the regulating of foreign commerce (so far as 
ithad been attempted) was done by the President 
and Senate alone, in viitue of the treaty-making 
power; and to the exclusion of the House of Re- 
presentatives, which, as a part of Congress, had a 
right, and was bound by the Constitution, to act 
with the other component parts of the Jegislative 
power, in regulating commerce with foreign na- 
tions; thirdly, that fifty millions of foreign products 
were now received free of duty from nations which 
oppressed our exports with enormous, and, in some 
instances, prelubitory duties; fourthly, for want of 
acting on this plain command of the Constitution, 
and applying the clause to its proper object, it was 
made the source of latitudinarian and absurd con- 
structions, and wild claims of power* for a multi- 
tude of objects never thought of in the Constitution; 
and, fifthly, it was made a partof the pretexts and 
justification for the late enormous tariff, that we 
might punish other nations by retaliating upon 
their productions the high dutics which they im- 
posed upon ours. 


Mr. B. said he hoped he should be more suc- 
cessful now than he was ten years ago, in his 
altempt to engage the attention of the Senate and 
of the country to the earnest consideration of this 
treat subject. The time was approaching when 
they would be forced to readjust the whole tariff of 
dnties; and it was the part of common prudence to 
foresee events, and to provide for them beforehand, 
instead of waiting until the crisis arrived, and 
When action, wihout de'iberation and without 
choice of alternatives, became the law of necessity. 

€ compromise act, as it is called, was only an 
adjournment of the question of the tariff—an ad- 
journment of the question from the time when the 
Country was prepared for action on it, toa time 


when it will not be thinking of it. This act ex- 
pires in 1842, and every prudent man must foresee 
the strugg!e which is then to come on, and for which 
one party is now preparing, by endeavoring to create 
a necrssity for the renewed imposition ot high du- 
ties. Every attempt to divert the land revenue from 
the Federal Treasury, is a step taken in preparirg 
One party for the strugg'e of 1842. It is my wish 
to prepare for that struggle also; and to prepare for 
it by anticipating the event—by exercising a 
granted power, thus far lying dormant in the Con- 
stitution—and exercising it according to its true 
intent and meaning, and to the manifest benefit of 
the whole Union. The regulation of foreign com- 
merce upon the principle of reciprocity—treating 
the products of otheis as they treat ours—measuar- 
ing back to every nation the same degree of favor, 
or disfavor, which it measures out to us; this is the 
intent of our Constitution, the interest of our coun- 
try, and the duty of our Government. In the lan- 
guage of Mr. Jefferson, “FREE COMMERCE 
AND NAVIGATION ARE NOT TO BE GI- 
VEN IN EXCHANGE FOR VEXATIONS AND 
RESTRICTIONS; nor are we to play the unprofi- 
table and barbarian game of injuring ourselves to 
injure others. A reciprocity of benefits, instead of 
a reciprocity of injuries, should be our policy; and 
thiy policy should be presented, and imposingly 
presented, to all the nations with which we trade. 
It may not be that every one may find itself in a 
situation to relieve our exports to the same degree 
that we relieve theirs; but every one can do some- 
thing: every one can relax, in some degree, its 
severe restrictions, and lighten, to some extent, its 
heavy impositions, on some essential taricle of our 
exports. Each one that pleases can do this much; 
and those that do not please, we can furce. Our 
position, and our circumstances, enable us to con- 
trol and influence the commercial sys'em of the 
civilized world. The large amount of our ex- 
ports, their importance to other nations, our free- 
dom from debt, the cheapness of our Government, 
the value of our custom, and our geographical po- 
sition, enable us to command the commercial sys- 
tem of the world. We can command it: and we 
shall be blind to events, and unfaithful to our Con- 
stitution, to our interest, and to our duty, if we do 
not so far control and influence this system as to 
secare equivalent advantages for our expoits, 


in return for the advantages which they 
receive from us in the admission of their 
products free of duty, or on the payment 


of a low and moderate duty. A discrimina- 
tion of ten per centum to the prejudice of nations 
which refused to reciprocate advantages with us, 
would throw her commerce into the back ground, 
and make it secondary and inferior to the com- 
merce of those in the same article which paid ten 
per centum less. Thus, and to exemplify the ar- 
gument: a discrimina'ing duty of ten perf centum 
on either silks, wines, cottons, linens, woollens, 
or worsteds, &c. &¢c. against any nation which re- 
fused to enter into reciprocal arrangements for the 
more favorable admission of our tobacco, would 
immediately compel France and England to soften 
their rigorous}systems in relation to that article, in 
order to avoid an enormous loss in losing a princi- 
pal market forsome one, or more, of their great 
staples. This would beits effect on the tobacco 
trade; and so it would be in relation to flour, rice, 
beef, pork, and every staple article of our ex- 
ports. 

Mr. B. said, that having given this glimpse of the 
plan whichhhe proposed to revive,and having explain- 
ed the reasons for the motion he intended to make, 
he would say no more at present; and would con- 
clude with moving to reprint the resolutions to 
which he referred. 

The resolutions were then read as follows: 

In SENATE OF THE UNITED BATES, 
February 26, 1831. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following resolutions, which were 

read, and ordered to be printed, and laid on the tabie: 


Resolved, That the powers conferred on Congress by the 
Mtates to lay and collect dutivs, and to regulaie commerce, arc 





Sane eEEEaoat ne 
distinct and inconvertible powers, aiming at different objec 
and requiring different forms of legislative action, the levyi 
power belug confined to imports, and intended to raise reve 
the regulating power being directed to exports, and solely 1 
tended to procure favorable terms in fore ign ports fer the a 
mission of the ships and products of the States 

2. That the power to lay and collect duties ou imports w 
solicited by the foundersof the present Federal Governmen’ 
and granted by the States for the express purpose of raising 1 
venue, and paying the public debt, and with the solemn and re 
itera’ed assurance that the duties levied for paving the debs 
should cease the moment the debt was paid: which assurance? 
was given in answer to objections from the Siates, and to ques 


the apprehension expressed by some of them, that the grant ef 
power to Congress to raise revenue from the commerce of the 
States, without limitation of time or quantity, and without 
countability to them for its expenditure, might renler Congress 
independent of the States, and endanger their liberties and pr 
pecity 

3. Thatthe public debt will (probably) be paid off in u 
year 1834, and the amount of about twelve millions of dollars of 


revenue will then be subject to abolition, and ought to be 
lished, according ta the agreement of the parties at the estat 
lishment ofthe present Federal Government, and in confor 

to the present actual condision and interest of the States 

1. That an abolition of twelve millions of duties will be a re 
lief tothe people from about sixteen millions of tuxes, (est 
mating the retail merchant’s advance upon the duties at o 
third;) and that the said abolition may be made without dims 
nishing the incidental protection due to any essential branch ot 
pursuit of domestic industry, and with manifest advantage to 
most of them. 

5. That, forthe purpose of enabling Congress to determi 
wih entire safety to every Interest, and with full satistactio 
the public mind, what branches and — of domestic ind: 
try may be entitled to protection, and oughtto be guarded tro 
the injurious effects of foreign competition, a joint commit 
ofthe Senate and House of Representatives ought to be a; 
pointed, to take the examinations of practical men (producer-, 
consnmers, aud Importers,) in all doubtful cases, and to 
their evidence to the two House of Congress 

6. That the said committee onght to be appointed at the con 
mencement of the next stated session. 

7. That the power to regulate foreign commerce waa granted 
to Congress by the States for the express and sole puipors 
enabling Congress to obtain and secure favorable market 
abroad for the exports of the States, and favorable terms for thy 
admission of their ships, and to effect these oljects by establish 
ing an equitable system of commercial reciprocity, diserimina 
tion, aud retaliation, which should measure back to every i 
reign nation the same degree of favor or disfavor which itsel! 
measured out to the commerce and navigation of the United 
States. 

8. That the power to regulate foreign commerce, al 
one of the first of the enumerated powers in the Constitution 
and the inducing cause to its adoption, has never yet been er 
ercised by Congress. 

9. That the approaching extinction of the public debt, and 
consequent obligation to abolish, and advantage im abolislin: 
about twelve millions of annual revenue, will enable the United 
States to receive a large poruon of her foreign Commerce, sa 
the one half thereof, free of duty; and that the fair principles of 
a just reciprocity, the dictates of obvious policy, justice to the 
States, and the constitutional duty of the Federal Government, 
already too long deferred, will require this Government to dk 
mand equivalents from all nations which may wish to be ation 
ted to a participation in the enjoyment of this great anrount of 
free and unrestricted trade. 

10, That the free importation of the following articles (amoan¢ 
others) may be admitted into the United States without compre 
mising the prosperity of any branch or pursuit of domestic i 
dustry, and with manifest advantage ‘o most of them, name) 
linens, silks, wines, coffee, cocoa, worsted stuf! goods, severa 
descriptions of woollens, several qualities of fine colons, sey 
ral kinds of spirits, &c &c 

Ll. That the free importation of the said articles ought to be 
offered to all nations which shall grant equivalent advantas 
to the commerce and navigation of the United States, and wii! 
receive the products of their industry; namely, fish, fury, lun 
ber, naval stores, beef, bacon, pork, grain, flour, rice, cotten, 
tobacco, live stock, manufactures of cotton, leather, wood, and 
silk, butter and cheese, soap and candles, hats, glass, and gun 
powder, lead, shot, and sugar, spirits made of grain and 
res, &c. &c. or some adequate proportion thereo!, etther tre 
of duty, or upon payment of moderate and reasonable duties, 
be agreed unon in treaties, a&d to continue fer a term of years, 
and to no other nations whatever. 

12. That there is nothing in existing treaty stipulations wit 
forsign powers to prevent the regulation of our cermmerce up 
the foregoing principles. 

13. That all commercial nations will find itto their advantag: 
to regulatetheir commerce with the United States, on theese 
principles, as, in doing so, they will substitute a fairand liberal 
trade for a trade of vexations, oppressions, resirictions, aml 
smuggling; will obtain provisions for subsistence, and materi 
als for manufactures, on cheaper terms and more abbundantiy 
will promote their own exports; will increase their revenue, by 
increasing consumption and diminishiag smugeling; and, in re 
fusing to do so, will draw great injury upon themselves fin the 
loas which will ensue of several great branches of their trace 
with the United States. 

14. That the agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and ns 
vigation of the United States, would be greatly benefitted by 
regulating foreign trade onthe foregoing principles: first, by 
getting rid of oppressive duties upon jhe staple productions of 
the United States in foreign markets; secondly, by lowering 
at home the price of many articles of comfort or necessity, iro 
ported from abroad. i 

15. That the safest’and most satisfactory mode of regulating 
foreign commerce on these principles would be by combining 
the action of the legislative and treaty making powers, Con- 
gress fixing, by law or joint reiolution, the articles on whieh de 
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16. That to be in readiness to carry this system of regulatirg 
foreign commerce intoeffect at the extinction of the public 
dcbt, it will be necessary for Congress tu designate the articles 
for abolition of dnty at the next stated session. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, a memoir, com- 
municated to the Select Committee on the Oregon 
territory, in relation to the claims of the United 
States to the Nor hwestern Territory, was ordered 
to be printed with the accompanying map, and 
that 2,500 additional copies be printed. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following motion 
for consideration; which wes adopted: 

Resolved, That the Commerce on Commerce be 
instructed to isquire into the expediency of causing 
a complete sarvey to be made of the coast of the 
State of Mississippi, and of the islands in the 
vicinage of said coast, and ofall iis bays and 
harbors. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
mstructed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing light-houses to be established at Mississippi 
city and at Ship Isiand. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of remov- 
ing the obstructions in the Bayou Manchac,and re- 
opening the same for navigation. 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Military Af- 

airs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
requiring forts to be erected on the western extre- 
mity of Ship Island, and on the bar or middle 
ground, between Cat and Ship Island, in the State 
of Mississippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the exvediency of 
establishing a navy yard at the westend of Ship 
Island, in the State of Mississippi. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were taken up on their third 
eading, read a third time, and passed: 

The bill to authorize John E. Metcalf, and 
others, to locate certain pre emp‘ion claims to land 
in Indiana. 

The bill for the relief of Susannah Honeyman, 
and her legal representatives. 

The bill to amend the “‘Act to provide for taking 
ie sixth census or enumeration of the inhabitants 
of the Uni'ed States,” approved March 3, 1839. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTs. 
© The report of the Select Committee, to which was 
referred the resolution of Mr. Benton, and the 
resolution of Mr. Lumpkin, on the subject of the 
assamption of the State debts by the General Go- 
vernment, being the special order of the day, was 
taken up. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he did not rise to discuss 
this question, butmerely to ask that, when the 
question on the resolutions came up, it might be 
taken on each separately, and by yeas and nays. 

The first resolutions were then read, as follows: 

1. Resolved, That the assumption, directly or in- 
directly, by the General Government, of the debts 
which have been, or may be, contracted by the 
Biates for local objects or State purposes, would be 
unjust, both to the States and to the people. 

2. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
highly ineapedient, and dangerous to the Union of 
the States. 

3. Resolved, That such assumption would be 
wholly unauthorized by, and in violation of, the 
Constitution of the United States, and utterly re- 
pugnant to all the objects and purposes for which 
the Federal Union was formed. 

4. Resolved, That toset apart the public lands, 
or the revenues arising therefrom, for the before 
mentioned purposes, would be equally unjust, in- 
expedient, and unconstitutional. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to strike out the words 
“‘directly or indirectly’ from the first resolution. 

After some remarks by Mr. GRUNDY and 
PRENTISS, the latter withdrew his amendment at 
the suggestion of 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, who moved to sir'ke out 
all after the word resolved in the first resolution, 
and, as a substitute for tke whole series, insert the 
following: 

Resolwed, That the debts of the several States, so far 
as theyare known to the Senate, have been con- 

reacted in the exercise of the undoubted right and 
constitutional power of said States respectively, 
and that there is no grouud to warrant any deubt of 
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the ability or diposition of those States to fulfil their || 


contracts. 
Resolved, That it would be just and proper to 
distribute the proceeds of the sales of the public 


lands among the several States, in fair and ratea- || 


ble proportions, and that the condition of such of 
the States as have contracted debts is such at the 
present moment of pressure and difficulty as to 
render such distribution especially expedient and 
important. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN submitted his reasons for |, 


proposing the substitute, when 


Mr. ALLEN intimating an intention of address- 


ing the Senate on the subject, on his motion it was 
informally passed over, and the substitute ordered 
to be printed. 
The Senate then went in'o Executive business, 
And afterwards adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Feb. 10, 1840. 

The SPEAKER announced the first bus’ness in 
order to be the reception of resolutions; and, there 
upon, the States were called in their order. [See 
below. ] 

Mr. HAND of New York gave notice of his 
intention to ask leave to bring in a bill to establish 
an uniform rule of nataralization, and to repeal all 
acts heretofore passed on that subject. 

Mr. OGLE offered a resolution providing for the 
appointment of a select committee on the subject 
of coinage, and directing the said committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of discontinuing the ope- 
rations at the several Branch Mints of the United 
States, with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

And Mr. O. moved a suspension of the rule for 
the parpose of considering the resolution at this 
ume, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
61, nays 104. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. SMITH of Vermont gave notice that he 
would, on to-morrow, ask leave to introduce a bill 
to repeal so much of the second section of an act 
eniitled “An act to alter and amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports,” approved July 
14, 1832, as levies a duty on the imporiation of 
salt. 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to furn'sh this House with all the imformation in 
h's possession, or on file in his Department, re- 
specting the imporiat on and employment of blood- 
hounds and their keepers (if fvreign keepers have 
keen employed) by the War Department, cr by 
the authorities of the Territory, in the Florida war 
with the Seminole Indians. 

Mr. W. said he was already in possession cf the 
information which this resolution called for; and 


to inquiries frem several portions of the country, 


official y to him, that this Government had autho- 
rized the employment of bloodhounds. 

The resolation was ordered to lie over one day. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given, Mr. 
ANDREWS, of Kentucky, introduced a bill 
allowing the trustees of Centre College to dispose 
of lands heretofore granted to the trustees of the 
Deaf and Dumb Asylum of the Siate of Kentucky; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

In pursuance of notice heretofore given by him, 
Mr. GRAVES (the State of Kentucky having been 
called) introduced a bill to authorize the purchase 
of the stock held by individual's in the Louisville 
and Portland canal, and to make the navigation 
thereof free. 

The bill having been read twice— 

Mr. Graves moved that the bill be referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and that it be made the special! order for the 
3d of March. 


division of the question was moved and ordered. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired if a motion to refer the 
bill to a commitiee for the purpose of investigating 
the subject was in order? 





a ne rete 








The SPEAKER said thata motion to 





ee 


refer to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


| Union would take precedence of a motion to refer 
| | 


to a standing committee. 
| And the question being taken, the bill was ref,,. 
| red to the Committee of the Whole on the staie o/ 
| the Unior. ; 
| Mr. GRAVES then waived his motion for the 
| special order; and, on his motion, the bill, togethe- 
| with a report made at the last session of Congr. 
| on the subject, was ordered to be printed. ~ 
| Mr. CROCKETT, in pursuance of notice Ziven 
| asked and ebtained leave to introduce a pijj ;, 
amend an act entitled “An act to authorize the 
State of Tennessee to issue grants,” &¢. Read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Pubjic 
Lands. 

Mr. BELL, in pursuance of notice kereto{:, 
given, asked leave to introduce a bill to secure the 
treedcm of elect ons, and to provide more effec. 
tually for the administration of Executive ya 
tronage. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. BELL moved that leave be granted. 

Mr. TURNEY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were orcered. 





he des‘red to take this opportunity to sta‘e, in answer | 


that the War Department had admitted the fact, | 


After some conversation on a point of order, a || 


Mr. PROFFIT called for the reading of the bili, 
| which having been read, 

Mr. BELL said he did not feel disposed to sub- 
mit any remarks in suppcrt of his motion for leave. 
Ue would waive his right, because the bill was 
neatly acopy of one which had been twice or 
thrice introduced here without objection. — It was 
| seldom that any objection was made to the jntre- 
duciion of a bill. After its introduction, the House 
might take what course it thought proper—it might 
pass or reject it at its discretion. He did not de- 
sire, however, now to occupy any portion of a day 
set apart for the reception of resolujions with a 
discussion on the provisions of this bill; and he 
| would not do so, provided any thing like a libera! 
disposition was shown by the House in allowing 
the bill to be introduced. He thought preper 
state that this bill was not liable to some of the ob. 
jections taken to that which had been introduced in 
| another part of the Capitol, 

Mr. B. then proceeded to point out the difference 
in the provisions of the two bilis—whea a_ uestion 
of order was raised as to the right of the gen'l.man 
to discuss the matter at this time. 

The decision of the SPEAKER was that, under 
the practice of the House heretofore, (although it 
was against his own impression,) the gentleman 
from Teneressee [Mr. Bett] was in order to pro- 
| ceed in his remarks—if the moticn for leave was 
made. 

Mr. D. H. LEWIS appealed from this decision. 
|| The appeal was debated by Messrs. LEWIS, 
CRARY, and BELL. 

When Mr. HUBBARD moved the previous 
question on the appeal. 

Mr. BELL said he wou'd not put the gentleman 
to that necessity; but protesting egainst the con- 
struction given to the rule by gentlemen on the 
other side, and by which a gentleman not in favo", 
might be forever prevented from introducing a bill, 
he would waive further debate. 

And, thereupon, the appeal was withdrawa. 

The question then recurred, and was taken 00 
the motion for leave to introduce the bill, and was 
| decided in the affirmative—yeas 91, nays 74. 

So leave was granted. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he felt it to be his 
duty to oppose the bill at every step. From what 
he knew of it, he thought it ought not to bere 
| ceived. 

Mr. BELL called the gen‘leman to order. Let 
| him make his motion. . 

Mr. JOHNSON said he was going to make 't, 
and, thereupon, moved the question of considera- 
tion, and asked the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BELL insisted that the bill must be read 4 
first time. 

Some conversation on the point of order ensued. 
|| The bill was at length read a first time— 

And Mr. JOHNSON moved the question of cot- 














—— em 


sideration. 
Mr. BELL gave notice of his intention to 4 
bate, and the bill lies over. 
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On leave given, Mr. BELL introduced anocher 
pill,entitie) A bill to repeal the first and second sec- 
joas of an act entitled, An act to limit the term of 
cer ain offices therein named, and for other pur- 
pases, approved May 15, 1820. 

The bill having been read twice, 

Mr. BELL said he wished that the bill should 
take its place with the bills on the table, on second 

ing. 
re OETRIKIN moved the reference of the bill 
io the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BELL objected. 

The bill (as the Reporter understood) was re- 
ferred accordingly. 

Mr. CURTIS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the re- 
lief of certain debtors to the United States, and to 
repeal ceitain acts in relation to such debtors. 

The bill having been read twice, it was, on mo- 
tion of Mr. C. referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

The call of the States and Territories having 
been gone through with, 

On motion of Mr. STANLY, the House ac- 


jouraed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. LOWELL said the subject of the resolution 
he was about to offer, was one of great importance 
to the country, and particularly to his immediate 
constituents. Under the rule, the resolution wou'd 
lie over one day; and he had no objection to its 
taking that course, as it was his wish to submit a 
few remarks when it came up for consideration. 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be request- 
ed (0 communicate to the House all the information in his pos- 
session, Or in the possession ot either of the Departments, relat- 
ing to the seizure and condemnation by the British authorities, 
during the year now last past, of certain American vesse!s en- 

aged in the fisheries, 

Mr. CUSHING submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if, in his opinion, compatible with the public interest, 
to communicate to this House any information in possession 
ofthe Government, respecting the assemblage of Indians on the 
Northwestern frontier; and especially as to the interference of 
the officers or agents of any foreign power with the Indians of 
jhe United States, in the vicinity of the great Lakes. 





‘\\ Mr. C, expressing an intention to debate this resolution, it 


lies over for that purpose, under the rules ofthe House. 

Mr. ADAMS submitied the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Presideiat of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible with 
the public interest, copies of any demand made by the Minister 
or other diplomatic representative of Spain in this country, of 
the surrender to him of the Africans taken in, or belonging to, 
the vessel called L’ Amistad, and of all correspondence between 
this Government and the said Minister or diplomatic repre- 
sentative relating thereto; also copies of all instructions from 
the Department of State to the district attorney of the United 
Siates in the judicial district of Connecticut, and all reports of 
= said district attorney to the said Department, relating to that 
subject. 

Mr. ADAMS also submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House a statement of all the public moneys of 
the United States invested in the stocks of the several States, 
specifying the amount invested: with the stocks of each State; 
the authority by which such investment was made; the terms 
and rate of interest of each contract; the security received for 
payment of interest and principal of each debt; the rate per 
centum given in the purchase of the bond; and the market 
value of the said bonds at the times of the respective invest- 
nents, and at the present time. 

_ Mr. HOOK offered the following resolution, which being ob- 
jected4o, lies over, under the rule: 

hesolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
etree of the act of 7th July,1838,to the widows of such Revo- 
utionary soldiers who have died since the passage of said act, 
or that may die hereafter. 

On motion of Mr. HAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
mquire into the expediency of so amending the acts of July 4th, 
1836, and of June 7th, 1838, asto provide for those widows 
whose husbands have died since their passage, and those who 
shall hereafter become widows. ; 

Mr. HAND also offered the following resolution, which being 
objected to, lies aver, by the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the eonaasy and expediency of con- 
structing a national military road from some point on Lake 
Champlain, to some point on Lake Ontario, on the river St. 
Lawrence. 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, . ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiéiary be instruct- 
ed to inquize into the power of Congress to provide by law for 
the punishment of crimes committed on board vessels and 
seamboats navigating the Northern and Northwestern waters, 
andinto the peeeer of providing by law for the punishment 

crimes se committed, 

_Mr. GOGGIN presented the following resolu- 
lion, and in doing so, observed that he offered the 
resolution at the request of some of those whom he 
had the honor to represent, as well as from a con- 
Viction of what he himself believed to be due to 


the country: 


SST 
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Resolced, That a committee of five members be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into and report to this House 
what has heen the entire expense of the,Florida war up to the 
commencement of the present year, with the number of troops 
of every description which have been, or are now, employed ia 
the said war iu the pay of the United States; and the probable 
number of hostile Indian warriors now in the Territory of Flo- 
rida. Also, what causes have tended to delay the termination 
of the said war; and whatis likely to be the probable amount of 
money necessary to complete the same. 


This resolution, under the rule, lies over for con- 
sideration, 


On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, Tat the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of making Eastern Tennessee a collection dis- 
trict, and Kaoxville the port of entry forthe same. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire into 
the propriety of reporting a bill to carry into effect the Mth arti- 
cle of the the late treaty between the United States and the Che 
rokee Indians. 

Mr. MILLER presented the following resolution, which was 
ruled to be out of order, not being petition day: 

Resolved, That the petitions and papers of the following 
named persons, heretofore presented to Congress, and referred 
to appropriate committees, and now on the files of this House, 
be taken therefrom and referred to the several committees here- 
inafter named, viz: That the several petitions and accompa- 
nying papers of William Monroe, Joseph Wolfskill, Rewven E. 
Gentry, Francis Cooper, Joseph Boggs, David M’Gill, Abraham 
Groom, Elisha Todd, Lewis Laplant, Francis Denoy es, Jolin Bb. 
Grazel, Gabriel Marlow, Charles Cerdina!, Eliza-th Vincennes, 
John O’Bonnan, James Tarner, Benjamin Costiu, John Berry, 
James Barnes, John Barnes, James Alcorn, Frederick Barnes, 
Jesse Watkins, Lewis Burshold, Thomas Wason, John and Ro- 
bert Heath, Francis Woods, Joshua Truman, Joseph Austin, 
John B. Roy, William Head, Joseph Roy, and Sarshal Cooper, 
all citizens of Missouri, praying compensation for depredations 
committed on their property, in the year L814, by certain Sac and 
Fox Indians, who professed,at the time, to be amity with the Uni- 
ted States, be referred to the Committee of Claims; anc I further 
beg leave to move that the report of the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and the bil! which accompanied the same, ma:le December 
28, 1837, favorable to and for the relief of the aforesaid peti- 
tioners, and herewith communicated and presented, be referred 
to the same committee. That the petition and papers of 
Francis Roy, Austin Foy, and Joha B. Denoyer, claiming com- 
pensation for depredations commitied on their property, by 
certain Indians therein specified, be taken from the files of the 
House and referred to the Commitiee of Claims. That the pe- 
tition and papers of Lewis Bisse! of Missouri, claiming compen- 
sation for depredations committed on his property, by an officer 
inthe employof the United States, heretofore presented to Con- 
gress, be taken from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. That the petition and papers of the 
heirs of Appoilus Cooper, heretofore presented to Congress, 
claiming seven years half pay for his services as a lieutenant 
while in the army, during the Revolutionary war, be taken from 
the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims; and that the copy of a report made by said 
commiitee on the 8th January, 1838, favorable to the claim of 
said heirs, accompanied by a bill for their relief, and herewith 
communicated and presented, be referred to the same cov mit- 
tee. Thit the petition and papers of William Nicholas of Mis- 
souri, praying compensation for two horses lost by him, in the 
year 1815, while in the service of the United States, and hereto- 
fore presented to Congress, be taken from the files of the House 
and referred to the Committee of Claims; I also beg leave to re- 
fer, therewith, to the said committee, the affidavit of Gen. John 
Ruland, being additional testimony in support of the claim of 
the said Nicholas. That the petition and papers of John Tur- 
nerof Missouri, praying compensation for depredations com 
mitted on his property by the Sacand Fox Indians, heretofore 
presented to Congress, be taken from the files of the House and 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. MILLER submitted the following resolution, which, un- 
der the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting an adequate 
appropriation for continuing the improvement of the harbor at 
St. Louis, Missouri; and for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Mississippi river above the mouth of the Ohie; and the 
Missouri, from its mouth as high up said river as the north- 
western corner of the State of Missouri, or toa point where the 
northern boundary line of said State intersects or connects with 
said river. 

Mr. RAMSEY offered the following resolution, which, uader 
the rule, lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of extending the 
pension laws of tle United States, so as to embrace the officers 
and soldiers who served in the armiesof Generals Harman and 
St. Clair, subsequent to the Revolutionary war. 

Mr. WICK of Indiana submitted the following resolution, 
which, causing debate, was, under the rule, laid over: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the compensation 
of the judge ofthe district of Indiana, 

Mr. CARR of Indiana submitted the following resolutions, 
which lies one day, under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the price of 
the refuse public lands, as follows, to wit: That all the public 
lands which have been in the market for the term of five years, 
and remain unsold, be offered at private sale at the rate of one 
doljar per acre; that all the refuse public lands which have 
been in market for the term of ten years, and remain unsold, be 
offered at private sale at the rate ef seventy-five cents per acre; 
and that all the refuse public lands which have been in market 
for fifteen years, and remain unsold, be offered at fifty cents 

r acre; provided that in thus reducing the price of the refuse 
ands, no one peraon shall be authorized to purchase more than 
640 acres at such reduced prices or rates. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to this House 
the estimates and plan of Henry W. Shreeves, esq, toimprove 
the navigation through the falls of the Ohio river. Also, report 
to this com the estimate and plan of the same individual, for 
the construction of a canal around the falls on the Indiana side 
of the Ohio river, if any such estimates and plans be in his pos- 


session. 
On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON of Tenneseec, 





Resolved, That the Communities on Revolutionary Pensions 
be noatructed to inquire into the expediency of placing Delile 
Morrie, the widow of Holloway Mortis, deceased, a Revolu 
lutionary seidier, on the pension roll. 

Resoiced, That the Committee on Militagy Affairs be in 
structed to inquire iato the expediency of repealing of modily 
ing the fifth section of the act of 16th March, 182, and othes 
laws in relation to double rations to the officers of the army 

Mr. J. also submitted the following resolution; which, unce: 
the rule, les over: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the standing rules 
of the House: That all resolutions and orders requiring an e. 
penditure uf the public money, shall be referred to some one o! 
the standing committees of the House, and reported upon by @ 
committee before the same shall be acted on in the House. 

_ Mr. COOPER of Georgia submitted the following resol 
tions; which, under the rule, tie over: 

Resolved, Thata committee of three be appointed to Inquire 
into the expediency of repealing the laws 1 toree, fixing the 
salaries for the Chaplains of this House and the Senate, with 
instructions to report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War lay before the House 
all the papersand correspondence in his Department relating 
to the slaves captured by the Creek warriors, In Florida, under 
an agreement or contract made between them and General Je 
sup—the delivery and disposition of the same, together with « 
statement shewing the action of his Department in relation to 
their delivery and sa'e; also, the opinion ef the said Secretary 
on the claim of Gen. Joan C. Watson, arising on the putchax 
of said siaves; also, his opinion on the propriety of an appre 
priation to pay for said elavea, instead of causing them to | 
elivered| up to the proper owner under the said contract 

On motion of Mr. SHAW, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensioi« 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill, 
providing that the benefits of the act of July 7, 1838, shall nos 
be withheld from any widow, in consequence of her having 
married afier the decease of the husband tor whose services slo 
may claim to be allowed a pension or aimuity uuder said ac: 
provided she was a widow at the time it was passed. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Buildings ant 
Grounds be instructed to consider the expediency of cansimg 4 
chandelier, of sufficient capacity to light the Hall of Represen 
tatives in the evening, to be provided for that purpose, ta aid of, 
or as asubstitute for, the present mode of lighting the same 

On motion of Mr. H. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of revising the laws relaung 
the papering of vesselsemployed in the whale fisheries; and alyo 
of making further provision for the protectivn and return of 
seamen engaged in that business. 

On motion of Mr LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land OMce 
be directed to communicate to the House, as soon as may be 
such information as may be within the control of his Depar) 
ment, touching the situation, quantity. quatity, and probabl: 
value of the public lands of the United States, lying within the 
geograpica! limits of the State of Tennessee; whether such 
lands, or any parts of them, have been surveyed, and tite 
what division—what proportion is susceptible of occupancy 
and profitable improvement, and what parts may be utterly 
waste or refuse; and in general, that he include in his state 
ment allsuch facts and information in respect to said lan's a 
may lead w acorrect judgment of their value to the United 
States, andthe proper disposition to be made thereof. 

On motion of Mr. LAWRENCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pos! 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of reduciug 
the rates of postace. 


On motion of Mr. W. B. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the resolution on the files of the last Con 
gress, proposing a further provision for the surviving soldiers 
of the old fourth regiment of the United States infantry, with 
the accompanying papers, be referred to a Select Commitice 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of making appropriations by 
law for removing obstructions to navigation, and cleaning thy 
channel in the Providence river, at or near the ports of Provi 
dence and Pawtucket; and for a survey, with a view to con- 
structing a harbor on Block Island. 


On motion of Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pow: 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establisk 
ing a post route from Greencastle, in Putnam county, by Rux- 
sellville, to Rockville, in Parke county, Indiana; aleo to in 
quire into the expediency of establishing a post route frem 
Carlisle, Sullivan county, by Newberry, Scotland, and Hat- 
field, to Springville, in Lawrence county, Indiana. 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana also presented the following 
resolution, which, causing debate, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill re 
pealing all laws imposing duties on salt, iron and lead. 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS of Indiana submitted the following, whieh: 
under the rule, lies over ene day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War furnish to this Hone, 
at the earliest practicable period, all such estimates, reperta, 
and statements, in writting, as may be necessary to, the proper 
drafting of a bill, providing for the continuation of the Cum 
berland road in Indiana, Ohio, and Llineis; and that he further 
submit an opinion as to the propriety and expediency of change 


ing the ‘manner of disbursing any appropriation that may be 


made forthe State of Indiana. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, j 

Resolved, That the Commiuee on Invatid Pensions be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a per sion (o 
Madison Collins, Warren county, Indiana, and that the evi- 
dence presented in favor of said application be referred to the 
said committee. ; 

Resolved, That the claim of Francis Malone, for compensa 
tion for services rendered inthe Revolution, with the acompa- 
pying document in support thereof, be referred to the Comrait- 
tee of Claims. . 

Resolved, That the claims of Richard Mack, for compenra- 
tion for Revolutionary services, be referred, with the accompa 
nying papers. to the Committee of Claims. ‘ 

Resolved, That the letter of Jacob Olinger, a Revolutionary 
soldier, of Carroll, county, Indiana, ne the passage of « 

aw allowing pensions to all Revolutionary soldiers who serve: 


= 
3 
4 
4 
: 


ices aa 


see 


one’: 


ee Kis 


am 


Cate, 


» BRED ach FA TR 


sii 





mere tt, woe 


% 





180 








three months in the Revolutionary army, be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionarp Pensions. 

Resolved, ‘That the Cominitice of Claims be instructed to in- 
quire idto the expediency of allowing aldiuonal compensation 
ty Capt. John Néison of Indiana, and others, who were made 

isoners during the late war with Great Briain, and that the 
louter of paid Nelson, in favor of said claim, be referred to said 
committee, 

Mr. RHETT submitted the following resolution, which caus- 
ing debate wax, under the rule, laid over: 

rwoloed, That the Committee of Foreign Affairs do inquire 
into the circumstances under which the American vessel En- 
terprise was river. by stress of weather, in the year of 1337, 10 
to the port of Hamilton, in the Island of Bermuda, and the 
slaves therein were liberated by the authorities of chat island, 
and de report thereon to this House. 

Mr. GRIFFIN submitted the following, which, under the 
rule, lies over: 

Resolved, 'Yhat the finished lobbies on each side of the hall be 
reserved for the use of the members, aud those with whom they 
uray be called from the hall for the transaction of busines 

Ona motion of Mr. GREEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the propriety and expedi- 
ency of establishing a post route for a daily mail, to be carried 
in four horse post coactes from Louisville, Ky. by way of West 
Point, Brandenburg, Uardinsburg, Owensborough, theace to 
Simithland, mouth of Cumberland, the most direct and prac 
ticable route, and that eaid committee report by way of lil! oF 
otherwise. 

On motion of Mc. NAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing Mark 
Hawkeaworth the pay of a yeoman during the time he did the 
duties of that oflice on board the Uniied States schooner Dol 
phin, to wit, from from the 4th of November, 1835, to the 20th of 
November, 1835. 

Mr. NAYLOR also offered the following resolutions, which 
hte over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, Tirvat the Secretary of the Navy be requesied to 

tranmnit to this House copies of all the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry held at Philadelphia, in the year 1839, to 
inquire into the conduct of Captain Jesse D. Ejhott, ot the 
United States navy, together with copies of the statements 
and opinions o! said Court, and of all the testimony, diagrams, 
ud papers taken and introduced in the course of the said in- 
quiry. 
"Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
io tuform this House whether his Department admits tree of 
duty umbrellas aud pereee covered with eilk, lunported into 
the United States; and, if so, how long they have been so ad 
mitted free, and the number or amount of them, together with 
hie reasons for so admitting them. 

Mr. ©. MORRIS offered the following resolution, which ‘lies 
over under the rule: 

Reavived, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
fund for the support of common schools within said District, 
vy an application of a portion of the public domain for that pur- 
pose. 

On motion of Mr. CRANSTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
the lawin relation to ship letters, s0 as to make it the duty of 
the captain, or other person having returned ship letters, to re- 
turn then to the postmaster at the port where he shall arrive. 

On motion ot Mr. DENNIS, 

Resolved, ‘That the Comumittee on the Post Office and Post 
Rvads be instructed to inquire into the expe.hency of establish 
ing a post route from Princess Anu to Culleu’s store, in the 
county of Somerset, Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS, 

Iesolved, That a committee, consisting of one member from 
each State, be appointed to inquire into the expediency and pre- 
priety of creating a National Bank, with leave to report by bill 
or otherwise. 

On motion of Mc. CRABB, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire tito the expediency— 

Piet, of granting to the several internal improvement com 
painies in the State of Alabamaa right of pre-emption on a rea 
ssnable credit, 0 a quantity of public land, propertioned to 
their respective capitals, lying nearest to the line of the pro 
jected improvements, to be selected so as act to interfere wit! 
individual claims or other rights of pre-empuon 

secondly, of relinquishing to the State of Alabama ty 
maining two-fifths ot the five per cent. of the nett proceeds of 
the public lands sold within said State since the Ist day of Sep 
tember, 1819, for the express purpose of connecting, by rail 
ruads, canals, or otherwise, under the direction of the Legisla- 
ture of that State, the navigable waters of Mobile Bay with 
the Tennessee tiver. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be instructed to 
inquire into the justice and expediency of increasing the com 
pensation of the militia and volunteer troops when called into 
the service of the United States. 

Ou motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of granting to the State of 
Alabama, for the further execution of the improvement of the 
Tennessee river, at the Muscle and Colbert’s Shoa's, al! the 
public lands remaining unsold within the Huntsville land dis- 
trict. 

Ou motion of Mr. LEWIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of providing, by law, more adequate com 
pensation to such townships in Alabama as have been deprived 
of their 16th sections by reason of reservations under indian 
treaties; and that they also inquire into the expediency of con- 
firming the titles to reservations under the treaty of Fort Jack- 
son, which have been bona fide disposed of by the original re 
scrvees. 

Mr. LEWIS moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of suffering persons who have by mistake 
entered a subdivision of public land not intended to be entered, 
to relinquish the same, and enter other lands in its place, or re 
ceive back the money paid for such land, under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Commissioner of Public 
Lands, and upon proof satisfactory to him that the party ap- 
plying had not in fact entgged the land heintended to enter. yy 
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On motion of Mr. JAMESON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Judian Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of re-reporting the bill reported 7 
that committee December 28, 1837, for the reliel of Reuben E. 
Gentry, William Monroe, and others. 

On motion of Mr. CROSS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of conferring on the District 
Court of the United States for the district of Arkansas the 
jurisdicuon of a Cireuit Court, and of requiring two terms 
thereof to be held annually. 

Mr. CRARY moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report to this 
House the number of hydrographic surveys that have been 
made by his Department; the covet of the saine; by whom and 
when made; under what authority, and for what purpose; and 
whether the publication of charts of said surveys would be con 
ducive to the interests of commerce. 

Mr. MONTANYA moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed to 
inquire Into the expeuiency of erecting a beacon-light at the 
extremity of the pier recently constructed by the New York 
and Erie Railroad company into the Hudson tiver. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of paying to Ingoldeby V. Craw- 
ford and Samuel Phillips, collectors of Newburyport, all that 
may be found justly due to them for their services and expendi- 
tures in superintending the light-houses, beacons, and buoys, 
in their districts, from the year 1831 to 1837, inclusive, and 
in purchasing a lot and superiotending the erection of a cus- 
tom house and public store in their districts; Prorided, That 
the sum to be paid shall not exceed one thousand dollars to 
each. 

Mr. MORGAN offered the following, which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
inform the House of Representatives whether in his annual re 
port, made at the commencement of the present session of 
Congress, and in the estimates therein contained of expenditures 
proposed for the current year, he has included any sum or pro- 
posed any appropriation for the construction and continuation 
of the Cumberland road; and, if not, whether the omission was 
intentional or designed. 

Mr. RUSSELL offered the follewing, which liés one day: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to inform 
this House— 

Ist. Whether Munson Smith, late postmaster at Schaghti- 
coke Point, in the State of New York, was removed from said 
office upon cha:ges exhibited against him to the Postmaster 
General; and if so, when—what were the charges— by whom 
were there preferred—and what evidence of the truth of such 
charged was exhibited to the Depariment. 

24. Whether Mr. Smith had notice from the Department 
of the existence of the charges, and the testimony exhibited 
against him, or any opportunity of exculpating himself by 
counteracting testimony, before the Department proceeded to 
act thereon. 

3d. Whether the Postmaster General, on application there- 
for, refused to furnish copies of the charges, or give to Mr. 
Smith any reasons for his removal. 

f\h. Whether the Postmaster General, upon an application 
for that purpose, by a member of the House of Representa: 
tives of the United States, in behalf of Judge Smith, has not 
refused (o permit said papers, charges, and evidence, to be in- 
spected or examined, alleging that tt was contrary to the rules 
of the Deparimentto allow an examination of any papers, or 
charges, deposited in the office, and upon which the action of 
the Department had been invoked, or removals had taken 
place; and thatthe Postmaster Generai be directed to fur- 
nish this House with copies of all papers ahd charges in his 
office implicating Judge Smith, and which had for their ob- 
ject his cemoval from office; and also copies of the correspond- 
enc: previous to his removal, between the Department and any 
person or persons relating to the removal of Mr. Smith. 

Mr. CHITTENDEN offered the following resolution, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Postuaster General be requested, with- 
out delay, to communicate to this House upon what terms and 
under What contracts the mails have been transported between 
the city of Washington and New York since the 3lst day of De- 
cember last, the name, and by whom the mails upon that route 
have been carried; whether by railroad or otherwise; whether, 
at some times, a portion of the mail only has been carried, and, 
ifso, the reason therefor; whether there has, within that time, 
been any failure in the transportation of the mails, and, if so, 
the number and causes thereof; and whether, if so, what 

means have been taken by the Post Office Department to pre- 
vent any failures hereafter upon said route. 

Mr. MONROE offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to report 
to this Hfouse whether he deems any action by Congress neces- 
sary to enable him to make such contracts for the transportation 
of the mail from this city to New York, and also to enforce the 
punctual performance of the same by such persuns as may 
come under contract. 

On moton of Mr. E. ROGERS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing the claim 
of Benjamin Sammons for services during the Revolutionary 
war, and that the petition and papers now on file be referred to 
said committee. 

Mr. HENRY offered the following resolutions, which lie 
over. 

Resolved, That ageneral dissemination of knowledge, and 


in a more especial manner that which relates to theaflairs of 


this greatnation, to all classes of our fellow-citizens, is the 
only sure basis —e which all our Republican institutions 
stand, and on which depends the permanency of this great Re- 
public. 

Resolved, That there is no medium through which that 
knowledge can, with such ease and facility, be disseminated to 
all classes of our fellow-citizens, high or low, rich or poor, as 
that of a public newspaper. 

Resolved, therefore, (that this great end may be better at- 
tained, and that the poorer class of our citizens may have such 
knowledge spread abroad among them on the cheapest and 
most moderate terms,) that the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
su altering the rates of postage that all newspapers shal! be car- 
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ried by mail in the respective counties where they are 

and published, without any charge of postage. 7 Ore priuted 
Mr. PETRIKIN offered the following resolution, which |je, 
over: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform th, 
House what is the amount of the salary pela to the Commis. 
sioner of the Public Buildings, and aleo what amount of salary 
paid to the Architect, and whether any pet quisites are attache! 
to said offices by which the salaries are Increased. 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolved, That the Comumuittee on the Post Office and py. 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a post route from Westernville to Bounville, in the coy,,., 
of Oneida, New York. wa 

Resolved, That the Committee on che Post Office and Pox: 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish, 
a post route from Cassville, in the township of Paris, w By 
cock Hill, in the township of Bridgewater, in the county : 
Oneida, New York. 

Mr. RANDOLPH offered the following resolution, which |je 
over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to ¢o)) 
municate to this House a copy of a letter addressed to hit jy 
the Hon. Ebenezer Tucker, 0! Tuckerton, New Jersey, on oy 
about the 13ih of May last, in relation to the protection and yy 
provement of Little Egg Harbor. 

Mr. LEET offered the following resolution, which ix 
over: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee of Ways and Means be ¢ 
rected to Inquire into the expediency of making an appropria 
tion of $20,000, to be expended under the direction of the &&. 
cretary of War, in making guard fences alony the dangerous 
passes of so much of the National road as lies within the Staies 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. J. DAVIS, of Pennsylvania, 

Resolved, That the Clerk cause to be furnished to the mem 
bers of this House during the present session, such newspapers 
as they may direct, the expense thereo! not to exceed the price 
of three daily papers to each member, from the commencene; 
of the session. 

Mr. WORTHINGTON oflered the following resolutioy 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing an appropriation by 
law for the removal of obstructions in the Susquehanna river, 
at or near Havre de Grace, and for the improvement of the hai 
bor of Havre de Grace. 

Mr. W. ©. JOHNSON offered the following resvlutions 
which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Cemmittee for the District of Columbia 
be allowed to employ a clerk. 

Resolved, That the proceeds of the sales of —— acres of 
the public lands be given to the State of Maryland, for the 
purpose of free schools and academies, which amount o/ 
acres is to correspond in a just proportion to that alrea!y 
granted by Congress to many ef the States in the Union for the 
like purpose. , : 

Resolved, That —— committee report a bill in accordanc 
with the principles of the foregoing resoluuon. : 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution, which lies over 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the justice and expediency of reducing all the salaries 0! 
civil officers of the United States which may be reduced by 
law upon a scale proportioned to the present embarrass 
ments of the public Treasury, and of the people, and in 
accordance with the specie standard of a “hard money Go 
vernment.”’ , 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS offered the following resolution, whic! 
lies over: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of extending she post road, 
from Walnut Grove, in Virginia, to Bowen’s Store, in Ashe 
county, North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish 
ing a post route from the White Sulphur Springs, in Greenbrier 
county, Vi ginia, by Anthony’s Creek, to Huntersville, in sud 
State. 

Mr. STEENROD ofiered the following resolution, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be required to iv 
form this House, at as early a day as practicable, of the causes 
and the extent of the detention of the mail, and of the irregu 
larity of its conveyance between Wheeling, in Virginia, end 
Bridgeport, in Ohio; and, also, his opinien as to the best means 
of remedying the evil. 

On motion of Mr. TALIAFERRQ, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be mstruc! 
ed to inquire into the existing laws of the United States, and re 
port whether any and what ae poe is necessary to direct the 
manner in which evidence shall be admitted and taken by tle 
naval courts martial in the Navy of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON, : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to pay out of the contingent 
fund any excess of postage charged upon packages directed to 
members of Congress upon public business. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN offered the following resolution, whi! 
lies over: re ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of increasing the salary of the 
judge of the District Court of the United States im the Eastern 
District of Virginia. 

On motien of Mr. MONTGOMERY, i 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House cause ab addition ° 
be made of the whole amount contained in each approprati! 
bill as soon as they shall be reported to this House, and also «! 
ter they shall have passed on their second and third readings 
and keep a statementon his desk, showing the amount On 
propriation contained in each, and the aggregate of the W “* 
amount of appropriations that have been passed, ready for thé 
inspection of the members of this House. 

On motion of Mr. KING, 4 

Resolred, That the Committee on Cominerce be instructé 
(9 inquire into the expediency of erecting a custom-houwt, Mt 
— hospital im the city of Savannah, and report by bi 
otherwise. : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct: 
ed to inquire into the cx pedienc 
ers in the revenue service, Instea 
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j of making that service a branch of the navy in all re- 
ek except so far as may be necessary to leave the geueral 
ee 


Jirection of . with the Treasury Department, and report by 
wtherwise. 

Oe ed, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 
gructed to Inquire inte the expediency of constructing steam: 
patteries for harbor defence, an report by bill or other wise. . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ai to inquire into the expediency of establishing one or more 
navy yards on the south Atlantic coast, and report by bill or 
Oe eaotved, That the Committee on Naval AMairs be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of creating the rank ot Admi- 
ral inthe naval service, and report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. WARREN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roadsbe directed to inquire into the propriety of establishing, 
ny Jaw, the following mail routes, viz: From Louisville, Geor- 
gia, by Hawkinsville, Americus, Lumpkin, and Florence, Geor- 
sia, to intersect the route from Columbus, Georgia, to Montgo- 
mery, Alabama. ' ; : : 

From Macon, Georgia, by Americus, Lumpkin, and Irvinton, 
to intersect the Mobile route at Blakely, Alabama. The 
mailto be carried twice a week in four-horse coaches on each 
‘ute, 

. From Siarkesville, Georgia, by Pindertown, to Thomasville, 
Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of increasing the compensation 
of theattorney ofthe United S ates for the district of Georgia, 
and repert upon the same by bill or otherwise. 

On motion of Mr. ANDREWS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roatls be directed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing. by Jaw, a mail route from Greenup Court House, Ken- 
sucky, to Lawrence Court House, by Carter Court House, iu 
Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. POPR, 

Resoived, That one thousand extra numbers of the report 
upon the Missouri and Lowa boundary be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
ve ing ructed to inquire into the propriety of granting pensions 
co the following pe sons, viz: 

Mrs. Elizabeth Christer, widow of Daniel Christer. 

Mrs. Mary Millbank, widow of John Millbank. 

Mrs Elizabeth Adkins, widow of James Adkins. 

Mis. Sally Sanders, widow of Nathaniel Sanders. 

Mrs. Mary Biggs, widow of Randolph Biggs. 

Mrs. Martha Conly, widow of Ensign Arthur Conly. 

Mrs. Mary Harrison, widow of Ensign Joseph Harrison. 

Mrs. Eliza Hampton, widow of Preston Hamipton. 

William Bowier. 

Mrs Frances Chandler, widow of Lieut. Daniel Chandler. 

Mrs. Margaret Hamilton, widow of Lieut. Charles Hamilton. 

Mrs. Susan Catlett. 

Mes. Margaret Penn, widow of Major Shadrach Penn. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Nutter, widow of David Nutter. 

John Casey. 

Solomon Jarvis. 

Jeremiah Adame. 

Mis. Lydia Rogers, widow of Kinsley Rogers. 

Mrs. Martha Lemon, widow of Ensign John Lemon 

Mrs. Janet McClure, widow of Thomas McC ture. 

Mrs. Jane Johnson, widow of Samuel Cooper. 

Mrs. Margaret McCaw, widow of Michael Downes. 

Mrs. Franky Quinn, widow of Benjamin Quinn. 

Mrs. Margaret Smith, widow of Jared Smith. 

Mrs. Rhody Polk, widow of Ephraim Polk, whose declara- 
ion and papers are now on file in the office of the Commission- 
er of Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. CROCKETT, 

Resolred, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be in- 
structed to Inquire into the propriety and expediency of allow- 
ing Nicholas Darnal, an invalid pensioner, of Carroll county, 
Tennensee, a pension from the commencement of his disa- 
bilily. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAM B. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, 

Resolred, That the Committee on Military Affairs be: equired 
\o Inquire into the expediency of making provision for the pay: 
ment of certain companies of volunteer militia in the State of 
Tennessee, who were organized and equipped, in accordance 
with the call of the Secretary of War and the proclamation of 
he Governor ofsaid State, made in the year 1836, for the war 
with the Creek and Seminole Indians, and who assembled at 
Fayetteville and Athens, in said State, under said call and pro- 
clamation, but who were not received and mustered into the ser 
vice of the United States 

Mr. TURNEY offered the following resolution, which was 
aid over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be instructed to 
report as soon as practicable tothe House which of the five 
candidates for Congress in the State of New Jers:y received a 
inajoriy of the votes polled at their late election for Represen- 
lalives to the Twenty-Sixth Congress. 

Mr. COLES offered the following resolution, which was laid 
aver: 

Resolved, That the Conimittee on Commerce inquire into the 
expediency of an appropriation for a survey of the Tennessee 
river and its navigable tributaries. 

Me. CARTER moved the following preamble and resolution, 
Which were laid over: 

Whereas purity in the administration of a free Government 
can only be maintained by the observance of strict economy in 
the public expenditures: and 

Whereas extravagance and prodigality in the management 
and disbursements of the public revenue are the sure indica- 
Hons of an unjust and corrupt Government: and 
_ Whereas a free Government cannot exist where public of 
heers and agents are multiplied beyond the demands of the 
public service, merely to gratify the increasing desire for pub- 
lit employment; and when the public administration relies for 
i's support more upon the interest and attachment of depen- 
dants and the amount of patronage under its control, than 
ae the impartial discernment of an enlightened community: 
anc 


Whereas public officers and employment kave increased of 
‘ate, in adegree unprecedented at any former period of the Ge- 
vernment: and 7 

Whereas the public expenditures have increased, within the 








last nine years, from thirteen millions of dollars—that being 
near the average of the annual expenditures in time of peace, 
up tothe year 1829—to upwards eof furty millions since that 
tine; and 

Whereas these facts clearly indicate a great degree of laxity 
and weakness in the public Aduunist: ation, or a wilful abuse of 
the powers of Government, and a determination to rule by the 
use of patronage; therefore, 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report to this House the causes which have led to the 
late eXtraordinary increase of public officers and agents, and 
the alarming increase of public expenditure, within the last 
nine years; and that they have power to send for persons and 
papers. 

On motion of Mr. BOND, 

Resolved, Tiat the Committee on the Public Lands be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing all laws au- 
thorizing the President of the United States to sign land pa 
tents by his secretary or agent, and by which the sum of fifleen 
hundred dollars is annually appropriated for the payment of 
that service 

Mr. GORWIN moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to furnish this House a statement, showing the quantity of pub 
lic lands in each State and Territory of the United Siates that 
have been sold in each year since the year 1830, which had been 
offered for sale for periods of ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, 
and thirty years prior to their sale; also, what amount of pul 
lic lands in each State and Territory in the United States remain 
unsold, that have been in market for periods of ten, fifteen, 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty years. 

Mr. SWEENY move the following, which hes over 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
furnish this House with a starement of the amount of public 
lands remaing unsold in each of the land districts of the Stat 
of Ohio, accompanied with a statement of his views on the pro- 
priety of discontinuing or consvlidating ceriain land offices in 
said State. 

On motion of Mr. GIDDINGS, 

Resolved, That the Select Committee on Printing be in 
structed to inquire and to report to this House the propriety of 
so amending the existing law as to have the acts of Congress 
published in asuitable manner, and with the least expense to 
Giovernment, 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing aa port of entry 
onthe Vermilion river, in the State of Louisiana, and authoriz- 
ing the appointment of a collector or inspector of the revenue 
for said port. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inguire into the expediency of esta- 
hlishing a post route from Monroe, in the parish of Ouachita, 
10 Farmersville, inthe parish of Union, in the State of Lou- 
isiana. 

Resolved That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed .to inquire into the expediency of and best mode of 
finally adjusting all the claims to land in favor of individuals in 
the State of Louisiana, derived from the English, French, or 
Spanish Government, whilst any one of the: exercised, in fact 
or of right, sovereign powers or jurisdiction over the territory 
now included in the said State, and making compensation to the 
claimants of any said lands, whenever they may have been sold 
or disposed of by the United States; and all documents and pa 
pers on the files of the House in relation to sai.l claims be reter- 
red to said committee. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire if any irregularities or delays 
have occurred during the past or present year in the transpor- 
tation of the mail between the cities of New Orleans and Phila- 
delphia, along the principal or main post rou‘e between tho.e 
cities; how many such irregularities, delays, or failures, have 
occurred; what caused them; what remedies have been ap- 
plied for the correction of such failures and irregularities; and 
to inquire generally into the best mode of transporting the 
mail between those cities by the way of Chailesion, in South 
Carolina. ~ 

Mr. RARIDEN offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to this House the names and rank of the officersof the army of 
the United States who have been employed since July, 1834, 
in paying Indian anonitics or in making payment under 
treaty stipulations, showing the tribes or nation to whom 
paid, and the amount paid to each tribe, with the amount 
paid to such officers as salaries, per centage, per diem 
pay, mileage, transportation, or subsistence; and, also, the 
names and residence of each individual employed since 1834 
in the transportation of moneys, goods, or other property paid 
to the Indians, the amount of and what property transported, 
the amount paid to each person so employed, distinguishing 
what was paid as wages, what for transportation, what for 
mileage, subsistence, or per centage, and how long each person 
was so employed in each case, and for wiiat tribe or nation; and, 
also, the name and residence of each person employed in re- 
moving the Indians west of the Mississippi since 1834, exclusive 
of thearmy, together with the compensation. paid to each, how 
long each was employed, and in what capacity, necting 
what was paid to eachas salary, what as per diem pay, ex- 
penses incurred, or subsistences during the time so employed; 
and, also, to report the names and residence of all persons erm- 
ployed as commissioners, or by any other name, since 1830, to 
investigate claims against the Indians, and the names and resi- 
dence of the persons employed to assist and aid such commis- 
sioners, whether as clerks, secretaries, or attorneys, to 
gether with the location of the Indians when the service wes 
rendered, the amount of claims investigated, the time employed, 
and the amount of compensation allowed each; whether as 
salary, per diem allowance, expenses, transportation, sub- 
sistence, per centage, or incidental expens2s, and to specify un- 
der what laws the various persons before named have been ap- 
pointed to the several employments, and paid. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of ceding that partof the 
Cumberland road passing through the State of Indiana, to the 
said State of ladiana, and of appropriating an amount sufficient 
for its construction, and placing the same atthe disposal of the 
Secretary of War, to be app ied to the construciionof said road 
within said Siate, under the superintendence of the authorities 
of the State of Indiana. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiane moved the following resolution, and, 
debate ariving, it was laid on the table, under the rule: 








Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be requested to inquire into the expedieney of authoriz- 
tag the Postmaster Genewal, by law, to make such addi 
i} culmpensation to the postmaster at Napoleon, Indiana, 
by appear reasonable for the services performed by that 


Mr PROF 


PIT meved the oles resolution, which was 
read, and laid on the table one day, under the rule, viz: , 
Resolve, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 


this House a detailed siatement of all expenses incurred in the 
prosecution of the Florida war by the Government of the 
United States, stating (he name of the person or persons to 
whiom any sum of money has been paid; the amount paid, and 
for what services paid; and, also, the amount of claims for ser- 
vices, losses, damages, and locidental expenses growing out of 
sai} war, which have been presented to the War part 
ment, orany bureau thereof, and yet remain unsettled and 
unpaid 

Resofred, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
this House what amount of goods have been purchased by the 
Government of the United States from the Ist of January, 1830, 
tothe Istof January, 140, for the Indians; also, in what man- 
ner said goods were’ purchased, of whom purchase; also, co 
pies ofall invoices of goods furnished; also, all the correspon 
dence between the agents of the Governmentand the Commis 
sioner of Indian Affairs on the eubject of furnishing said goods 
tothe Indians: also, copies of the correspondence between the 
Secretary of War and the said Commissioner, Carey A. Harris, 
for one mouth previous to the resignation of said Harris; aivo 
iny correspondence between the Secretary of War and 
the President of (he United States on the subject of said corre. 

porlence of said: Harris 

On motionot Mr. BROWN of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta 
Dlishing the following post roads in the State of Mississippi, to 
wit) Prom Columbus, by way of Aberdeen, to Houston; from 
Pontotoc,by way of Houston,to Granada; also, from Gainesville, 
Alabama, by way of Wahalak, to Louisville, Mississippi; and 
from Mobile, Alabama, by way of Winchester, Paulding, and 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, to Louiaville, in the same State; and 
froin Mississippi city, by way of Pearlington, Columbia, anit 
Monticello, to Gallatin, Mississippi; the last mentioned two to 
have the mail carried over them three times a week, in four 
horse yx teoaches 

Mr ALBERT G 
which lre over 

Resolved, Tuat the Con mittee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to inquife into the expediency of appointing a Judge for the 
Southern Judicial District of the State of Mississippi, and of in 
creasing the compensation of the United States District Attor 
nev for said District. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Poat 
toads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the compensation of the postmaster atthe city of Jackson, Mi 
SISSIp pt. 

Mr. Brown a'so gave notice that he would, to morrow, ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk and the 
legal representatives of Thos. P. Eskridge, deceased. 

Mr. REY NOLDS offered the following, which lie over: 

Resolred, Vhata select committee of five be appointed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending the laws establishing 
the Military Academy at West Point; so that the cadeta gradu 
ated at said institution shall have no preference over other citi 
zens in the appointments to the United States army. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in 
structed lo inquire into the propriety of graduating the price ot 
the public lands to actual settlers, and of such lands as have 
been in the market for some time; or to surrender said lands, on 

ome cquilable terms, to the States in which they are situated 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Judiciary inquire into 
the expediency of increasing the salary of the Judge ef the Dis 
trict Court of the United States for the district of Minos, 

Mr. STUART gave notice that he would take oecasion to 
move for leave to introduce a bill granting pre-emptions to ac- 
tual settlers on the public lands, 

Also, a bill for the benefit of the Asylum for the Deaf and 
Dumb.in Hlinois. 

Mr. CASBY offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency ‘of reporting a bill granting a 
bounty in land to the organized militiamen, mounted militia- 
men, volunteers, and rangers, who defended the country during 
the late war with Great Britain. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the followirg, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ingadaily line of post coaches for carrying the mail from tbe 
te. mination of the Georgia railroad weetwardly, through the 
Tennessce valley, (0 Memphis, so as to form a speedy line of 
communication between, Charleston and Savensah, se the At- 
lantic, and Memphis, on the Mississipp). 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing a uniform system 
ef bankrupicy in the United States, 


On moon of Mr HUBBARD, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing the name 
of Thomas Fulton, a resident of Lawrence county, Alabama, on 
the pension rol! of Revolutionary pensioners, his papers being 
on file inthe Pension Agenv’s cffice, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to mauire into the expediency of reducing the corps of 
Topographical Engineers. 

Resolved, Tiat the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Pikesville, Alabama, by way of Millville, 
in Marion county, to Nall’s Tanyard, Monroe county, Missis- 
sippi. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estabiish- 
ing a post route from Russellville, Alabama, to Fulton, 
Mississippi. 

Mr. DOWNING moved the following, which lie over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be reqnired to com- 


municate to this Houce copies of the following correspondence 
and document 


1 Of Gen. Taylor with Gov. Call, 


2. Of Gen. Taylor and officers under his command with the 
War Depaatment. y 


3, OF Governor Cal] and any other of the local authorisiga 


BROWN offered the following rerolutions 
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f Florida with the War Department, on the subject of said 
war, and the defenceless state of che inhabitants of Florida 

4. The instructions to Gen. Macomb, commissioned to adjust 
the differences with the Seminole Indians by negotiation, to- 
gether with the report of said Macomb, and all correspondence 
relating to that subject. 

5. Also, al! correspondence on the subject of remeving the 
resident citivens at Tampa Bay and Garey’e Ferry beyond the 
limute of the military lines of said posta, together with the in 

iruetions to the Marshal of East Florida, and his report 
thereon 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com 
rounteate to this House copies of the Corenepens nee between 
Gen, Hernandez, of the Florida militia, and Capt. Giles Porter, 
of the United States Army, communigatedto said War Depart 
ment, on the subject of the defence of the conntry south of St. 
Aueustine, together with all the proceedings of inquiry thereon, 
snd the correspondence with Colonel Crane and others on that 


ubect 


On motion of Mr. DOWNING, 

Resolved, That the presentments of the grand juries for the 

vunty of Calhoun’ for the spring and fall terms of 1839, be re- 
terredd to the Committee on the Territories, 

Resolved, That the papers of James Hudson, claiming a pre- 
emption, be referred to the Committee on the Public Lands 

Reaoived, That the claim of the heirs of James Ormond, 
with the vouchers and papers, be referred to the Committee of 
Claims 

Resolved, That the claim ef A. Watson be referred to the 
Committee of Claims, 

On motion of Mr. DOTY, 

Reeolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, 
hy law, for the transportation of the mail in stages from Green 
Hay to Fort Winnebago. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to soquire into the expediency of declaring Milwaukie and As- 
tor, in Wisconsin, ports of entry. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed toinquire into the expediency of establishing a Sur- 

eyor General's office at Madison, tne seat of Government of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. DOTY moved the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to furnish 
to thie House a statement of all investments made by the 
United States for the benefit of Indians or Indian nations, spe- 
cifying the time when each investment was made; the amount 
eet apart by the Indians in each instance for that purpose, and 
the amount actually invested; the description of stock pur- 
chased; the interest annually due thereon, and when and 
where payable, and when the stock 1s redeemable; the name of 
ihe peraon by whom the stock was purchased; and whether the 
vmount due, and received by the United States, has been paid 
when the same accrued and was payableto each tribe, and ia 

batmaoner the payment waa made, stating the authority 
theretur, whether thesame was made otherwise than in gold 
and silver 

Mr. CHAPMAN of lawa, moved the following resolutions, 
which lie over: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands inquire 
jnto the expediency of granting land fora deafand dumb agy- 
um in the Territory of Lowa. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
\uire into the expediency of authorizing Joseph Williams and 
Charles A. Wartield to enter certain lands opposite the town of 
Bloomington, in Lowa, for the purpose of making a road through 
swamps, 

3. Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
Congress such informationas he is possessed of relative to the 
Calises requiriug troops to guard the payments of annuities to 
lodians on the Des Moines river, as recommended by hin; 
whether such necessity, if it does exist, has not arisen from the 
fraudulent influence exercised by th traders over the agent, 
whether the project of furnishing troops did not originate at 
the agency 

t. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Landa be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of ascertaining the 
northern boonies of the half-breed tract of Sac and Fox 
ladians, 

f. Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate tothis House whether the militia of lowa have 
been called out under the authority of the United States to de 

snd said Verritory; and, if so, whether an appropriation is ne- 
cessary to defray the expenses thereof. 

6. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be di- 
rected to inquire inte the expediency of authorizing the Terri- 
tory of lowa to reclaim inundated lands in said Territory for 
schoo! purposes. 

7. Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to 
this House whatis the probable annual amount of the extra 
ireizht on goods, dc. transported up and down the Mississippi 
river, and which extra freight is occasioned by the obstructions 
which the said river offers to boats navigating the same 

2. What was the highest price paid by the Government dur- 
ing the last summer and fall seasona, i a trip of a steamboat 
irom St. Louis to Fort Spelling, and back. 

3. What amount of money is usually paid in the recom- 
mencement of the work upon the rapids. 

4, What will be the prodable loss to the Government should 
the improvement of the rapids not be progressed in during the 
next season. 

8. Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be di- 
rected to inquire into the expediency of separating the appro- 
priation for the improvement ofthe rapids in the Mississippi 
river from the anpropriation to improve St. Louis harbor. 

9. Resolved, That the Committee onthe Public Lands be di- 
rected to ee into the expediency of relinquishing to the 
Territory of lowa the reserved sections at the seat of Govern- 
ment, in lieu of the land usually given new States for the erec- 
tion of State buildings. 

10. Resolved, That the Committee an the Public Lands be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of so altering the mode 
of selling the public lands as to obviate the necessity of passing 
retrospective pre-emption laws. 

Mr. KEMBLE offered the fellowing resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying the laws 
tor the collection of the revenue, as to permit the entrance, for 
the benefit of drawhack, of goods, wares, and merchandise 
intended to ke transported through the territories of the 
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United States into adjoining territories of foreign powers 
in amity with the United S:ates, and that they report to this 
llouse. 

On motion of Mr. DUNCAN, 

Resoloed, That the Committee of Accounts be required to 
report the amount proper to be paid for horse-hire per day for 
the use of the House of Representa ves. 

Mr. HOFFMAN offered the following, which lies over. 

Resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Navy be required to 
communicate to this House copies of the repertson file in his 
office between Captain Kearney, Captain Sloat, and Captain 
Perry, of the United Siates Navy, and the Board of Naval 
Commissioners, in relation to the erection of a light-house on 
Fiynn’s Koll avd Robbin’s Reef, and a beacon on Rome’s 
Shoal, and in relation to Gedney’s channel, all in the bay of New 
York; also, copy of a report from the collector of New York in 
relation to the same; and such other correspondence in refe- 
rence tothe said report as may be on file in’his office. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, offered the following, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
fund for the support of common schoels within said District, 
by an application of a portion ofthe public domain for that pur- 





086, 
: Mr. CURTIS offered the following, and, pending the same, 
the House adjourned: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation to purchase 
a lot of land on the eastern side of the New York custom-house 
for the purpose of light and ventilation. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the privilege of 
drawback, and abolishing distinctions in ports of entry ; also to 
inquire whether it be expedient to establish, by law, a system 
of warehousing upon merchandise. 

On motion of Mr. J. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee vn Revolutionary Ciaims be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
actof the 5th of July, 1832, entitled “An act to provide for 
liquidating and paying certain claims of the State of Virginia,” 
as to embrace officers entitled to five years’ full pay in lieu of 
half pay for life; and that said committee be further instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for the payment of 
such judgments as have been or may hereafter be recovered 
against the State of Virginia for half pay or commutation pay 
under the act of the General Assembly of Virginia of May, 
1779. 

Mr. GRATIAM offered the following, which lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
queated (if not detrimental to the public interest) to communi- 
cate tothe House any treaty or other solemn engagements 
which may have recently been executed or proposed to be ne 
cotiated by the authority of the Execuuve with the Seminole 
Indians in relation to that tribe remaining in Florida, to- 
gether with the names of the Indians who signed such engage- 
ments; and if any lands were proposed to be surrendered to the 
Indians within the limits of that Territory, that the dividing 
boundary lines may be described and designated. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill constituting 
the Committee of Elections hereafter in the following manner: 
That the names of all the members of the House of Re- 
presentatives, whose seats are uncontested, shal] be put intoa 
box on separate pieces of paper, and drawn singly therefrom 
by achild under ten years old, uniul the names of nine mem- 
bers be drawn out of the box, no two of whom shall repre- 
sent any one State. That the nive members so drawn shall 
constitute the committee, and be sworn to investigate all the 
facts and laws in relation to each contested eleciion, and 
report the same truly and fairly to the House of Represen- 
tatives. 

Mr. STANLY off-red the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruet- 
ed to reporta bill repealing so much of the distribution bill, 
passed in June, 1836, as gives to the Secretary of the Treasury 
the power of recalling the money deposited with the States, aad 
releasing the States {rom all obligation to repay said money to 
the General Government. 

On mation of Mr. TRIPLETT, 

Reso've}, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 
to reporta bill providing for the punishment of public default- 
ers, unconneeted with any other subject. 

Also, Resolved, Tiat the Come ittee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expeciency of establishing 
a pension agency in the city of Louisville, in Kentucky. 

Ono motion of Mr. ANDERSON, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting pen- 
sions to these officers and soldiers who were engaged in the 
wars in the West against the Indians, subsequent to the 
close of the Revolutionary war,jand down to the treaty of 
Greenville. 

On motion of Mr. DAWSON, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Poet 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedtency of establish 
ing by lawa post road, over which shall be carried, in four- 
horse post coaches, the mail three times a week, or every other 
day, between Greenboro’, in Georgia, and Gainesville, in South 
Carolina, by the way of Lexington, Elberton, Petersburg, on 
the Savannah river, and Anderson Court Hourse, in South 
Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Perry Court-house, Kentucky, to Harlan 
Court-house, Kentucky, passing by Breshear’s Salt Works, 
in Perry county, and Captain John Lewis’s house, upon the 
Poor fork of Camberland river, in Harlan county, a horse mail 
weekly. 

Alsa, a post route from Richmond, Keatucky, to Nicholas- 
ville, Kentucky, crossing the Kentucky river, at the mouth of 
Silver creek, a horse mail weekly. 

Also, to inquire into the expediency of discontinuing the ex- 
isting mail route from Perry Court-hanse, Kentucky, to Scott 
€ourt-house, Virginia. 

Mr, DAVIS ef Kentucky moved the following resolution; 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested {9 urge upon the Government of her Britannic Majesty 








to have it settled by treaty stipulation between the 
of the two countries that the loca] authorities of her M 
possessions in North America shall, upon the ap, 
any citizen of the United States, being the owner ¢ 
gitive slave which may be within any of said po 
the agent of such owner, upon proof of the owner 
slave being made, deliver such slave to the owner; and in th 

event of her Majesty’s Government refusing to settle by rs 4 
the principle of delivering up the fugitive slave, then the oe y 
dent ought to insist upon a@ treaty stipulation between the 0 
Governments, by which that of her Britannic Majesty shal} - 
bound to pay to the owner of any fugitive slave, whose ow; . z 
ship may be established, the reasonable value of such siac, 
2 ~~ oe or Territory from which such slave may oe 
elopec , 

Mr. EVANS offered the following resolution, which lies yy. 

" . - : : T 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs pe j 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establiehing and ion 
mediately constructing the arsenals, furis, fortifications 4. 
works of military defence onthe frontiers of Maine, y¢ 
mended in the reports of Brig. Gen. Wool and Ma 
Graham, communicated to the Senate by the Sec 
War, December 31, 1838. 

Mr. EVANS offered the following, which lie over: 

?esolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House copies of the arrangement entered into between 
the Governor of Maine and Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant qo. 
vernor of New Brunswick, through the mediation of Major 
General Scott, in the month of March last, together with copies 
of the instructions given to General Scott, and all correspond. 
ence with him relating to the subject of controversy between the 
State of Maine and the Province of New Brunswick. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
tothis House whether any, and if any, what measures have 
been taken, since the rejection of the recommendation of the 
King of Holland of a new line of boundary between the United 
States and New Brunswick, to obtain information in respect to 
the topography of the territory in dispute, by survey or explo. 
ration of the same on the part of the United States alone; also 
whether any measures have been adopted whereby the ac. 
curacy of the survey lately made under the authority of the 
British Government, when communicated, may be tested oy 
examined. 

Mr. HOPKINS offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Revolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency cf establish. 
ing the following post routes, viz: 

From Hansonville, in Russell county, via Jonathan Wood's, 
to Quillinsville, in the county of Scott. 

From Holston, or Chaney’s Boat Yard, in the county of 
Washington, to Eatillville, in the county of Scott. 

From Christiansburg, in the county of Montgomery, to Hills. 
ville, in the county of Grayson. 

From Bickley’s Mills, in the county of Russell, via Pound, to 
Turkey Cove, in the county of Lee. 

From the Cove, in the county of Tazewell, to Bradford, in the 
county of Smyth. 

Mr. OGLE offered the following resolution, which lies 
over: 

Whereas it appears bya report of the Director of the Mint 
efthe United States at Philadelphia, that the capacity of said 
Mint is sufficient for the annual coinage of $12,000,000, viz. 
half in gold and hall in silver, with an average of two and a half 
pieces to every dollar in value, equal to 90,000,000 pieces, and 
that the force in officers. laborers, servants, machinery, fuel, 
&c. actually maintained at said Mint is eompetent to the 
yearly coinage of $6,000,000, allowing an abundant proportion 
of ama!] coins: 

And whereas it further appears that, in the coinage of 
$12,000.000 at said Mint, the average nett expense would not 
exceed 88 cents in every $100 made into com, whilst the ave- 
rage nett expense in the cvinage of but $2,000,000 rises to the 
sum of $2 40 for every $100 coined, the cost of coinage per 
cenxtum being always in proportion to the actual amount 
coined: 

Ani whereas the gieatest amount 7m value coined in any one 
year (1836) at said mint was $7,764,900, and the average annul 
sum coined since the establishment of the same does not exceed 
$1.699,613 52. The coinage for the year 1838 at said Mint 
amounted in value to $3,979,217, composed of 15,336 518 
pieces, at an average nett expense of $72,000, being a fraction 
over 1} per centum, viz. 
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Salaries of officers and clerks - - $20,400 
Wagesof workmen _ : . - 23,000 
Wastage on gold and silver : : 13,000 
Incidental expenses : . . 26,500 

$82,900 
Gain on copper coinage - : . 10,000 
Actualexpenses - : : $72,900 


The coinage for 1839 at said Mint amounted to $3,021,170 11, 
composed of 9.260.345 pieces, at an average nett expense ot 
$55,700, or a flaction over two per centum. 

And whereas the coinage of the three Branch Mints of the 
United States, for the year 1333, amounted to $227,323, com- 
poeed of 443,793 pieces, at an average nett expense of $9),50), 
or within a fraction of forty per centnen, viz: 

Branchat New Orleans. 








Salaries of officers - : - - $12,900 
Laborers’ - ae : : . 22,000 
Wastage and contingent «xpenses : 27,100 
$62,000 

Branch at Charlotte. 
Salaries of officers - “ . . $6,000 
Wages oflaborers - : . : 3,600 
Wastage and contingent expenses : 5,400 
$15,000 

Branch at Dahlonega. 
Salaries of officers - . - : $6,000 
Wages of laborers - . . 3800 
Wastage and contingent expenses . 4,000 
$13,800 


The coinage of said three Branch Mints for the year 1839, 
amounted to $518,807 50, com of 2,475,853 at an 
average nett expense gf $90,60(', or within a frac of fifteen 
per centum, viz, 
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Compensation to officers and clerks, $24,900 
Pay of laborers —- . : 29,400 
Wastage and contingent expenses, 26,300 

$°0 600 


Therefore, be it resolved, That a select committee, to con- 
sist of — members, be raised on the subject of coinage, and 
that said commitiee be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
eacy of discontinuing operations at the several Branch Mints 
of the United States, with leave to report by bill or other- 





ae OGLE also offered the following resolutions, which lie 
resolved, That the Secretary ofthe Treasury be directed to 
communicate to this House copfes of all correspondence on file 
in that Department, relative to the management and operations 
ofthe Branch Mint at New Orleans; and, also, to report to this 
House the alleged abuses at the said Branch Mint, which give 
rise to the late investigation by the United States District At- 
wrney at New Orleans; and that the said Secretary be directed 
to communicate copies of all the testimony taken in the pro? 
gress of said investigation, and the report made thereon by said 
Pistrict Attorney, with the action of the Government in relation 
thereto. 4 J 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to inquire whether it would be constitutional and expedient to 
subject the banking institutions chartered by the respective 
siatesto the provisions ofa general bankrupt law, agreeably to 
asuggestion of President Van Buren in his message to the 25th 
Congress, in the session of 1837; and, further, to inquire 
whether the commerce, trade, and business of the people of 
the United States can be conveniently transacted and carried 
on Witn a currency exclusively metallic; and, if not, whether it 
would be constitutional and beneficial to the public interests to 
provide one currency for the officers and contractors under 
the General Government, and another currency for the officers 
an! people ofthe several States. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON effered the following, which were 
jaid over, under the rule: 

Resolved, That each of the United States being a party to the 
jational compact, possesses an interestin the public domain ir 
proportion to the Federal population of each, or in the terms of 
the compact, according to the usual respective proportion of the 
general charge and expenditure. 

Resolved, That those States in whose favor Congress has 
not made appropriations of the public domain for the purposes 
of education, are entitled to such appropriations as will corre- 
spond in a just proportion with those heretofore made in behalf 
of other Liates, 

Resolved, That the entire proceeds of sales of the puSlic 
lands of the United States should constitute a fund to be dis- 
tr.buted, upon some fair and equitable principle, to all the 
Sates of the Union, to be applied by the States severally to 
promote general education, to be applied to purposes of in- 
t-roal improvement, or to be expended as the wisdom of each 
Siale may think best calculated to promote its welfare. 

Resolved, That the policy indicated in the foregoing reso- 
lutions would have the tendency of checking the wasteful 
and profligate expenditures by the Federai Government, and 
would, at the same time, leave abundant means in the Trea- 
sury to carry on liberally and «fficiently all the necessary 
operations of Government, according to the genius and spirit of 
the Constitution, and the letter and intention of the various acts 
of cession. 

Resolred, That ——— Compsittee report one or more bills 
in accordance with the provisions of the foregoing reso- 
lutions, 


The following petitions, presented on_the 6ch February by 
My. P. J. WaGner, were omitted in that day’s proceedings: 

The petition of Desire Jolly, widow of William Jolly, a sol- 
dier of the Revolution, praying for an increase of pension. Of 
Martha MeMasters, widow of Hugh McMasters, a soldier of 
the Revolution, praying for arrears of pension. Of fffe Van 
Ness, widow of Garret Van Ness, an officer of the Revolution, 
praying fora pension. Of George Newton, of Fulton county, 
New York, a soldier in the late war with Great Britain, pray- 
ing to be restored to the invalid pension roll. Of Mary and 
Fizabeth Odell, only surviving children of A. W. Odell, who 
was a captain and major in the late war, and died of wounds 
received in said war, praying for five years’ full pay for the 
services of their father. Of Charles Nukerk, stating that he 
held a commission in the United States army in JS14, and that 
at the battle of Oswego, New York, in said year, the enemy 
took from him all his effects, consisting of money, clothing, &c. 
for which he prays relief. Of Noah Yale and others, citizens 
of Montgomery county, New York, praying for reduction of 
postage, and the abolition of the franking privilege. Of the 
heirs at law of Jellis Fonda, praying compensation tor property 
belonging to said Fonda, which was destroyed in the Mohawk 
Valley, New York, by the common enemy, in the Revolutionary 
war, Of Esther Lefferts, late widow of William 8. Thom, de- 
ceased, a lieutenant in the Revolutionary army, praying pay- 
ment of the commutation of half-pay, to which her said former 
husband was entitled. Of Joshua Webster and others, citizens 
of New York, praying that simon D. Kiitle, of Montgomery 
county, New York, be released from a judgment of $20,600, 
obtained against him by the United States, as surety for Al- 
phoas»s Wetmore, late paymaster in the United States army. 
A'so, the petitions, for relief, of Brigadier General Peter C. 
Fox, and of Mrs. Elizabeth Davidson; the former for services, 
&c, inthe late war with Great Britain, and the latier for a pen- 
ston for services of her deceased husband, G. Davidson, in the 
Revclutionary war. 

Among the petitions presented by Mr. Lowgxt of Maine, 
on the 13th of January, are the following, namely: Jacob Ste- 
vena, any other inhabitants of Crawford, Maine, for the esta- 
ishment of a mail route from Machias, or East Machias, to 
Crawford: referred to the Committee onthe Post Office and 
Post Roads. Captain Henry B. Nones, and other officers 
of the United States revenue cutier Albert, that the laws giving 
Pensions to the widows of deceased officers and seamen, in 
the naval service, may be extended to the widows of deceased 
officers and seamen in the revenue service: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. Zebediah Rich, and ninety- 
eight others, for an appropriation to erect a light-house on 

Harbor Head, in the State of Maine: referred to the 

Committee on Commerce. J. B. Knight, owner of the scooner 
Martha, of Eas’ port Maine, for an allowance of fishing bounty 
00 said veagel, tor the time she was employed in the fiehing ser. 
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vice: referred to the Committee on Commerce. Polly Ham- 
ilton, widow of Richard Hamilton, deceased, thatthe pension 
of her late husband may be continued to her: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Robert C. Suckney, 
Postmasicr at Milltown, in Calais, Maine, praying an allowance 
furcarrying the mail from the Calais Post Office, to the Mill- 
town Office, from the first day of July, 1837, to the 30:h of 
March, 1839: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 





The following is the Select Committee on the 
Tebacco Trade, appointed in pursuance of resolu- 
tion: 

Mr. JENIFER, of Maryland. 

COLES, of Virginia. 
SERGEANT, of Pennsylvania. 
DAWSON, of Georgia. 
CARROLL, of Maryland. 
GRINNELL, of New York. 
TRIPLETT, of Kentucky. 
PARISH, of Onio. 

MILLER, of Missouri. 


IN SENATE, 
Tvrspay, February 11, 1840. 

The CHAIR subm tted a report from the Secre- 
tary of War, showing the expenditures at the na- 
tional armories, and the arms manufactured for 
the year 1839; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of a 
number of cit zens of Paulding county, Georgia, 
ptaying the establishment of a mail route; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Pcst Roads. 

Mr TAPPAN presented the memorial of James 
M. Morgan, praying compensation for his services 
as bearer of despatches fiom the Governor of the 
Territory of lowa to the Secretary of State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the me- 
morial of Simeon Giron, on the files of the Senate, 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the documents in 
relation to the claims of Samuel Mackey, were re- 
ferred to the Ccmmittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition ef John P. 
Dunk'ee; which was referred 1o tre Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. D. also presented the memorial of a numter 
of merchants of Boston, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, praying that steam packets may be allowed 
to transport a greater numter of passengers to the 
ton than is new allowed by law; which was refer- 
red to the Commitee on Commerce. 


BLOODHOUNDS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presenied a memorial from 
the representatives of the religious Society of 
Friends in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Dela- 
ware, and also fourteen memorials from citizens 
of the ci y and county of Philadelphia, remonstrat- 
ing against the employment of bloodhounds in the 
war against the Seminole Indians; and moved 
their reference to the Commitiee on Military Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. BENTON said he wished to say a few 
words in relation to these memorials. He sup- 
posed they were like some other memorials, a large 
proportion of whose signers were women and chil- 
dren. He wou'd say that the Government contem- 
plated no such thing as that prayed against by these 
memorialists; and they were, therefore, migd:rected 
when ‘hry sent them here. If some individuals of 
the Territory of Fiosida have imported such animals 
es those mentioned in the memorials, it has been 
dcne without the consent or knowledge of the Go- 
vernment. He was, therefore, oppo:ed to a refe- 
rence to acommittee, requiring them to act on a 
subject which had no existence in point of fact. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had presented these 
memorials, expecting that they would be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, without a 
single remark, knowing that they could and would, 
in areport of a dozen lines, exonerate the Govern- 
ment from this heavy charge. 
have assured the memorialists that these blood- 
hounds had been imperted without the knowledge 
of the War Depariment; but he preferred it to come 
in a more cfficial shape—as the report of a commit- 
tee, Ifhis fread trom Missouri would examive 












He could himself 
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these memorials, he would ascertiin that they were 
signed by many of the most respectable and best in- 
formed citizens of Philadelphia, without distinction 
of religious sect or political party. There were no 
women and children, as he had supposed, among 
the memorialists. 

Mr. BENTON said he would admit the signe:s 
of these memorials were among the best of men, 
but he felt disposed to question their title to wis- 
dom. They were not well informed; in fact they 
were worse off than if they possessed no informa- 
tion atall; f r what they possessed was false. The 
Government, so far from doing what was insinu- 
ated in these memorials, had no knowledge what- 
ever of it. So far from ordering these bloodhounds, 
they did not even kuow that it was done, until they 
heard of it, as the rest of us have done, through the 
newspapers. Having made these remarks, he was 
content that the Senate should take whatever 
course they thought the proper one. They might 
be sent to the Military Committee, or to the War 
Department, where they would probably be sent, 
if referred to that committee. 

Mr. PRESTON said he had heard with surprise 
and satisfaction the declarations of the honorable Se- 
nators, on this subject, whose authority is undoubted, 
possessed as they are of such authentic sources ot 
information. He, incommon with many cther:, 
was impres ed with the belief that these animals 
were imported, if not by the direction, at least with 
the sanction, of the Government, and he was glad 
to hear this explicit disavowal. He would wish, 
however, that declarations equally explicit were 
made as to the intentions of the Department in re- 
lation to these animals, now that they were in the 
country; whether the Government intznded to em- 
ploy them or not. 

Mr. BENTON read the memorial of the Seciety 
ef Friends, in which they prayed that Congress 
would put an end to the war in Fl rida, by extend- 
ing to the Seminoles the hand of frien ship. 
Mr. B. said he knew that there were no better peo- 
ple in the world than the Quakers. He was ra sed 
among them, and knew them well. Bat how 
wretchedly were they mis nformed of the character 
of there Indians, when they supposed that 
by holding out the hand of friendship we 
could terminate this war! Mr. B. then re- 
ferred to the treachery of the Indians during the 
last year, when an attempt was made to end the 
war amicably. They had invited Col. Harney to 
establish a trading house, which being dune, they 
had surprised the post in the hour of darkness, and 
massacred every individual they could lay hands 
on. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said the longer he lived, the 
more he was opposed to wars and fighting, and 
he would rejoice at the approach of the day when no 
resort would be necessary to such sanguinary mea- 
sures. But, from the course which had been pur- 
sued in the Senate and elsewhere, he felt bound to 
say that his views were different from those ot 
many others on the subject under discuss'on. 
As a member of Congress, or if he was connected 
with the Executive, he would not recommend a re- 
course to the measure which has been so much de- 
nounced; but if he was an inhabitant of that 
Territory, whose fields were devastated, and 
whose women and children were butchered by 
the ferocious and wily savage, he would think it no 
more a crime, if he had a trusty dog, to trece the 
lurking Indian to bis lair, than he would to sboot 
him dowa when he found him. He confessed that 
he conld see no objection to use these animals, 
which would not equally lie against the use of 
what are considered legitimate means of warfare. 
Hc Iding these opisions, he feit bound in candor to 
express them. If the inhabitants of Florida have 
resorted to this means of terminating a protract- 
ed and destructive war, it was not the first time 

that bloodhounds had been employed on this conti- 
nent in the contests with Indians. He would pledge 
himself, if necessary, to produce statute books of 
some of our States,in which a premium was offered 
for raising bloodhounds for the express purpose of 
hunting down Indians. 


Mr. BUCHANAN suid he had purposely refrained 
from en'ering intoa discussion of this subject, but 
wpu'd only say that the people of the coupiry had 
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a right to be informed concerning it, and the com- 
mittee to which he proposed to refer these memo- 
rials, was the be<t source to which we could apply 
for that information. 

The memorials were then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Militery Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of a 
number of ciuzens of Wisconsin, praying the con- 

traction of a harbor at Malwanukie; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCITANAN presented four memorials of 
inhabitants of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, 
praying the imposition of a moderate duty on im- 
ported silks; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of a 
number of the citizens of the Stateof New York, 
praying the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which wa 
ciary. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of James 
Pierce, praying an allowance of bounty land; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred— 

The petition of Join Morton and John F. Lar- 
rable; 

The memorial of Joseph Radcliff; 

The petition of David Taylor; 

"The petition of Thomas Elliott; and 

The pet tion of Britton Evans; 
made, severally, adverse reports upon the same; 
which were ordered to be printed, 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill for the retief of Joseph Roby; 
whieh was read, and ordered to a second reading 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
ihe Public Lands, to which was referred a bill to 

h rze the Legislature of the State of Louisiana 

»seil (Lelands heretofore appropriated for the use 
of schools within that State, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
10 which was referred the President’s message cn 
the subject, reported a bill to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to refund the duties collected 
on the French ship Alexandre; which was read, 
and orJered to a second reading. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Joint Committee on 
the Library, to whieh was referred the subject, re- 
ported a bill to regulate duties upon the importa- 
tion productions of the fioe arts; which was read, 
snd ordered to a seeend reading. 

Mr. LT ULTON, from the Committee on the Pab- 
lic Lancs, t) which was referred a bill to perfect 
titles to Jands south of the Arkansas river, he'd 
under ew Madrid locations and pre-emption 
rights, under the act of 1814, reperted it without 
amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Claims, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Seymour Treat; 
which was agreed te. 

Mr. YOUNG, agreeably to notice, asked and ob- 
fained leave to iatroduce a bill to amend the act 
entitled “an act to amend an act entitled ‘an act for 
laying off the towns of Fort Madison and Bur- 
lington, in the county ef Des Moines, and the 
towns of Belleview, Du Buque, and Peru, in the 
county of Du Buque, Territory of Wisconsin, and 
for other purposes, approved March 3, 1837;’ ” 
which was twice read, and re-erred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating 
of bent paper in the District of Colambia was read 
the second time, and, on motion of Mr. TAPPAN, 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolutions submitted some days since by 
Mr. Linn, were taken up, considered,and agreed to. 
ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The reportof the Select Committee, to wh'ch 
was referred the resolurion of Mr. Benton, and 
the resolution of Lompxin, on the subject of the 
assumption of the State debts by the General Go- 
vernmen!, being the special order of the day, was 
taken up. 

Mr. ALLEN aidressed the Senate at great length 
and with much ability, on the principles of the re- 
port; when The Senate adjourned, 


referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tugspay, February 11, 1840. 


After the reading of the journal, 

Mr. ADAMS inquired of the Cua the reason 
why his decision was not recorded on the journal 
in relation to the resolution of Mr. Ruerrt, touch- 
ing the slaves liberated by the authorities of the 
island of Cuba, taken from the American vessel 
Enterprise; and the resolution of Mr. Davis of 
Kentucky, proposing a negotiation with the British 
Government for the surrender of fugitive slaves in 
possession of her local authorities on this con- 
linent. 

The CHAIR stated that it was not usual to in- 
sert in the journal the opinions of the Speaker as 
to whether certain resolutions came within the 
rales, unless an appeal was taken from his de- 
cision, 

Afier some irregular conversation in relation to 
the point of fact at issue, 

Mr. ADAMS argued at some length to show the 
propriety of recording all decisions of the Speaker 
growing out of the rule disposing of matters relating 
to the question of slavery. That rule wes liable to 


| different constructions, and he would be under the 
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necessity of calling on the Spraker to decide upon 
all propositions which in his mind seemed to come 
within its vortex; and he was desirous that in every 
instance of construction under it, the decision should 
be placed on the journal. He would require that it 
should be placed there, not only for the purpose of 
showing to what extent the great right of petition 
was infringed by that ru'e, but because the Consti- 
tution, which directs a journal of pro- 
ceedings to be kept by the House, de- 
manded it. Impoitant facts of the presentation 
of resolutions of a sovereign State, when rejected 
by the mere fiat of the Speaker, under the rule, 
should be entered on the journal. Mr. A. then 
cited an instance of the presentation of resolutions 
of the State of Missouri, by a representative from 
that State, and some proceedings had as to its 
reception; and not a vestige of such fact was to be 
seen on the journal, or even inthe papers of the 
city. If he had known, on yesterday, that the de- 
cisions of the Speaker, on the inquiries made by 
him, would not have been entered on the journal, 
he woeu'd have taken an appeal,and the motion 
and decision would, of necessity, have been en- 
tered. Sach would be his course hereafter. The 
amendment he now proposed was a matter of 
fact. 

Mr. A. then presented his amendment, in sub- 
stance as follows: 

“Mr. Apams requested the decision of the 
Spraker whether the resolution [each resolution] 
dd not come within the rule lately adopted in rela- 
tion to Abolition petitions. 

“The Speaxer decided [in each case] that it did 
not. 

“Mr A. then requested that the decision of the 
Spraker should be entered on the journal-” 

Tne SPEAKER reqnested the gentlemen in the 
aisles to take their seats while he made a short 
explanation. The Crair had not told the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts that he would not make 
the entry in the journal that he desired. He told 
him that the resoluton would be entered, if re- 
ceived; but that an entry of the opinions of the 
Cuan with regard to its character would not, un- 
der the invariable practice of the House, appear 
on the journal, unless an appeal was taken. 

Mr. ADAMS said he did not hear the Speaker 
make any such decision yesterday. On the con- 
trary, he, by his silence, gave him to understand 
that the entry would be made, If he had not un- 
derstood the Speaker so, he would have appealed. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON of Maryland rose to 
explain the reasons which would induce him 
to change his vote. The remarks of the gen- 
tleman from Massachuretts, which pointed out 
the course he intended to pursue, compelled him 
reluctantly to say that he should vote against the 
cerrection of the journal. Th’'s circumstance, toge- 
ther with what the Speaker had informed them 
with regard to the uniform practice of the House, 
not to make such entries on the journal, unless in 
case of an appeal, would induce him to yote against 
the gentleman's motion, 4 





Mr. ADAMS observed, that to say, 
unsay, was one of the characteristics o 
man from Maryland, [Mr Tounson.}] I now said 
Mr. A. in consequence of his change of the gens 
tleman’s vote, because 1! ive been compelled to 
speak of his political cr, ital resolution as jt de- 
serves, ask for the yeasan nays on the question 

Mr. TURNEY then 1 ved to lay the amend- 
ment on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS called {rc the yeas and hays 
which being ordered, the .jnestion was taken and 
resulted—yeas 115, nays 521 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS then inqnired whether, under the 
resolution passed by the House some days ago, pe- 
titions would not be order until the 15th of ‘this 
month. 

The SPEAKER said they were in order, ang 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] had the 
floor on the question of referring the petition pre- 
sented by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Davis} 
to the Committee of Ways and Means,with instruc 
tions. 

The motion of Mr. Casey to refer the memorial 
of the National Road Convention, held at Terre 
Haute, Indiana, to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report a bill appro- 
priating $150,000 to each of the S:ates of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois, to be expended on the Cumber- 
land road, was taken up; when 


Mr. MASON addressed the House at great 
length in favor of the resolutions of instruction to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. The continu- 
ation of the Cumbcriand road was a subject the 
most interesting to the pcople of the new States 
that could be brought before Congress. It wasa 
measure which had received the favor of every 
Administration, from thatof Mr. Jefferson down to 
the present time. Distinguished gentlemen of both 
polit.cal parties had ofien recorded their names in 
the yeas and nays in favor of it. Mr. M. alladed 
to the votes of Mr. Camprerena, the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the former 
House of Representatives, and other distinguished 
supporters of the Administration. He alluded to 
these circumstances to show his sincere des're to 
disembarrass this subject of party considerations, 
and adverted to the criminations and recrimations 
which would result from mixing up party politics 
with this question. In his opinion, gentlemen of 
neither political party could lose any political 
standing by supporting this measure. He denied 
that this question had been suddenly and unneces- 
sarily sprung on the House, as alleged by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina; {or the emission by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to insert an appropria- 
tion for this object ia his estimates, was an ample 
justifica'ion of the motion made by the gentleman 
from Illinois. Added to this, were the strong me- 
morials on this subject, which had already been 
presented to the House. It had been objected, 
also, by the gentleman from South Carolina, that 
these instructions were mandatory on the commit- 
tee, without regard to the resources of the Treasury. 
Mr. M. went on to show that this was not the 
case, and hoped that no gentleman would vote 
against these ins‘ructions, under such a misappre- 
hension. Mr. M. next proceeded at length to ex- 
plain the grounds on wh'ch the friends of this mea- 
sure asked for an appropriation from Congress, 
beginning with the compacts with the new Siates, 
the terms of which he undertook to exp'ain, and re- 
ferring to the recognition of the constitutionality 
and expediency of the road, by the solema acts of 
the Maryland, Virginia, end Pennsylvania Le- 
gislatures. After an argument to show that 
it was the duty of the Federal Government 
to carry out the terms of the compact, he contended 
that the Cumberland road was no part of the inter- 
nal improvement and tariff system which was such 
a bugbear to Southern politicians, and the death 
knell of which they congratulated themselves with 
having sounded. He invited Southern gentlemen 
to enter into an argument with him on this point, 
telling them that neither they nor their constituents 
understood the true merits of this question. Mr. 
M. referred to the opinions of General Jackson in 
his veto of the Maysville road bill, to show that 
there was no necessaty connection between the 
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CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cumberland road and the tarid and internal im- 
rovernent system; and in connection with this part 
(pis argument, quoted also the opinions of Mr. 
CaLHOUN: After deprecating the prejudices ex- 
iting agains! this great measure, and the lamenta- 
bie wanto’ information on the subject, he earnestly 
appealed to members to examine deeply into it, 
jsuring himself that on being possessed of the re- 
yisie information, they would not fail to give to 
their hearty Support. — 

Mr. PAKRIS of Maine observed that, if he was 
wo judge from the remarks of the gentleman who 
pad jast taken his seat, he would infer that all his 
patieries were directed towards the members from 
he South for inte: posing their objections to the con- 
giuiionality of appropriations for the Camberiand 
mad. Now he, (Mr. P.) as a Representative 
om the North, would interpose his objections on 
~opstitutional grounds, as against the injustice and 
expediency of making further expenditures for 
his measure. The gentieman from Ohio had 
madea very able and eloq:.ent speech to prove, 
what no one denied, that the new States were en- 
yiled, under the compact mace with them at the 
time they were admitted into the Union, to 5 per 
cent. of the nett proceeds of the sales of the public 
ands within their limits, to be applied to the mak- 
ing of roads leading to them. No one denied that 
hese were the terms of the compact made with 


by public docoments, that the lands had not an- 
swered the parposes of their destination. The 
debts of the Revolution had been liquida‘'ed with 
the moneys received from the customs, and not out 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, as 
the States who ceded them intended. In the old 
States,said Mr. P. we have made our own roads 
without calling on the General Government to as- 
sist us; and if gentlemen will show me a constitu- 
tional power for repaying to the State of Maine 
what she has expended for making of roads, I will 
then be able to find a constitutional power for 
making the appropriations that are now asked 
for. The fact being admitted that the pub- 
lic lands had not answered the purposes of their 
destination—that they had not paid the expense of 
their acquisition, and the charges on them, while 
the debt of the Revolution was paid out of the cus- 
toms—it would be worth while to inquire from 
whom these customs were collected. Mr. P. here 
quoted documentary evidence to show the propor- 
tion of the customs paid in his State, as well as in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Iilinois. The re- 
sult, he said, was, that Maine had paid three hun- 
dred dollars into the Treasury, where these three 
States had paid one. But it hed been said that the 
amount abstracted from the State cf Maine, in the 
shape of customs, had been made up to her in the 
building of light-houses, forts, navy yards, &c. 
This, however, was not the fact. These pubic 
works were constructed for the general gocd of the 
whole, and not for the peculiar benefit of the 
State of Maine. But, supposing this were the 
case, how would it contrast with ¢creat amoun's 
expended for the exclusive benefits of the. new 
States. The publ'c decuments showed that the 
three Western Siates ke had menticned had re- 
ceived four huntred dol'ars out of the public Trea- 
sury for every dollar they had paid into it. Since 
gentlemen could not but be satified that they had 
received more for this road than was due them un- 
der the compact, he wou!d ask them under what 
clause of the Constitution they expected more. He 
would ask what clause of the Constitution gave 
Congress the power to make appropriations ex- 
clusively local and sectional in their operation. 
Was it to be found in that part of the Constitution 
which gave Congress the power to provide for the 
common defence and general welfare? Was 
it under the clause which gave Congress the 
power to establish post offices and pot roads? 
Or was it under the power to reguiate commerce? 
He was aware that the power to appropriate mo- 
ney for this road had been claimed under all these 
clauses of the Constitution, but he now understood 
that the advocates of this measure relied solely on 
the compact. The terms of the ecmpact having 
been cemp'etely fulfilled, 1 contend, said Mr. C. 
that we have no constitutional power to make fur- 
ther appropriations for this object, unless the road 
is under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Genera! 
Government. Now, he would ask what power 
they had to assume exclusive jurisdiction over this 
road? There was no part of the Constitution 
which gave Congress exclusive juri-diction over 
the Cumberland road, or any other road. In 1825, 
an appropriation for this road was before Congress, 
and he was happy to find that there was one act 
of Mr. Monroe’s administration that was worthy 
of commendation, and that was his veto of the bill. 
Mr. P§ here read some extracts from Mr. Mon- 
roe’s veto mes:age. This was the language,hesa‘d, 
of Mr. Monrce in 1825, and he presumed that no 












Bat another question arose: Had the General 
Government performed its part of the compact ? 
From the public documents now on file, he should 
now endeavor to show that this Government had 
jong since performed all that was required of it by 
ine compact. Mr. P. first read from a report 
male by a committee of the Senate in December, 
1815,defining the terms of the compact and the ob- 
ligat ons of the Government under it—after which, 
he referred to the act of the 34 of March, 1803, by 
which Congress appropriated 3 per cent. of the 5 
perceat. fund for laying out and making roads 
leading to the State of Onio. T+ wou!d now (Mr. 
P.said) refer gentlemen to the document from the 
Secretary of the Treasury, laid before the House 
during the Jast Congress, which gives, as the result, 
the whole amount of the proceeds of the sales of 
he public lands, and the amount appropriated for 
makiog this road. The geatlemaa from Ohio expected 
a appropriation founded on the contract. Now 
his document would show that the ecntract had 
ven more than complied with. The two per cent 
find was to make a road leading to the Siate of 
Ohio; and the three per cent. was to make roads 
rough it. This he understood to be the compact 
vith the State of Ohio at the time she was admit- 
ie] into the Union. Now he would call the atten- 
ion of he Hcuse to the amount of this fund, and 
ie amount she had received out of it. The two per 
cent. fund amounted to Jess than one million of 
do lars, and the S:ate had rezeived from the Trea- 
wry of the United States six milions five hundred 
ihousand dcllars, being five and a half millions 
more than she was entitled to under the compact. 
This did not include the three per cent. fund which 
wever had been expended on the road, but 
remained at the di-posal of the Sates. This 
three _per cent. tund would amount to 
ote million five hundre | thousand dollars; and this 
amount the State of Ohio had drawn from the pub- 
lic Treasury. Including the two per cent. under 
ie compact, the three States who now asked an 
appropriation, would be entitled to two and a half 
aillions of dollars only, when they had received 
‘ver fiveand a half millions. These three States, 
hio, Indiana, and Il!inois, owed the General Go- 
ernment, upon every principle of cquity, five and 
‘half milliens of dollars. But it seemed that they 
ere not Satisfied wish this large sum, but still 
ited for more; and, according to the statements 
don the tables of members, it would require 
aboat eight millions to complete this road, in addi- 
oy What had already been expended. If he 
tslood the matter correctly, the public lands 
Yee not given to the Federal Government to be 
PPropriated in this way. They were ceded by 
"idia, and other States, not for the purpose of 
he dew toads, but for the purpose of liquidating 
bts of the Revolution; and it could be shown 


ality, but claimed them under the compact. It 
was sufficiently shown that these compacts had 
been fulfilled, and more than fulfilled, by the Fe- 
deral Government, and that the three States now 
asking for further appropriations had _ received five 
millions and a half of dollars more than they were 
entitled to. At one time we are told, said Mr. P. 
that we are bound to make this road by the terms 
of the compact; and at another time, that it will 
bind the Union more firmly together. Was this 
Unien, he would ask, only kept together by the 
money expended on different sections of it?) Was 
that the only tie which bound the Western country 
to the Union? He could not believe it, He held 





genileman friendly to the road now justified appro- | 
priations for it on the grounds of their constitution- | 
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| that this Union was bound together by stronger ties 


than dollars and cents. 

When this road was originally contemplated by 
Mr. Jefferson, whose authority the gentleman from 
Ohio quoted in support of his argument, it was 
never intended that it should bs a magnificent 
structure, costing fifteen or twenty thousand do!- 
lars a mile, as it has cost. It was never contem- 
plated that such a splendid system of internal im- 
provements should grow out of it. If they had 
confined themselves to the true understanding of 
the compact, they would have had a very conve- 
nient road completed by this time, pot cosung more 
than the amount due them. To show, however, 
how far this had been exceeded, Mr. P. re‘erred 
to the documents, which stated the amount neces. 
sary to comp'ete this road at seven millions eight 
hundred and ninety -six thousand dollars and some 
odd cents. 

Mr. P. also referred to the same documents to 
show the cost of this road per mile; by which ut 
appeared that on ene section of the road in the 
Siate of Indiana, the cost of one mile of it 
amounted to the enormous sum of $460,000, and 
the next mile was estimated to cost $211,000. 
Would it, then, be contended by any gentleman in 
that House that the Federal Government was 
bound under the compact to enter into sucha costly 
and splendid system of internal improvement as 
this?) He had, however, Mr. P. continued, said 
more on this subject than he intended when he rose, 
and he would therefore detain the House no 
longer. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then intimated an intention of 
addressing the House on the subject; and, on his 
motion, The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Weopnespay, February 12, 1840. 

Mr. YOUNG presented addit onal documents in 
the case of the Mormons, which, with those hereto- 
fore presented, were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented an adcdit’onel decu- 
ment in relation to the claim of James G. Morgan; 
which was referred to ‘hz Committee on Clains. 

Mr. T. also presenied the petition of Eliza A. 
Mel'on; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented the petition of 
James E. Davis, which was referred to the Com- 
m ttee on Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presentsd the petition of J. B. 
Zander, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Publie Lands. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a document in rela- 
tion to the claim of Francis Laventure; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Pablic Lancs. 

FLORIDA TERRITORY. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from in- 
habitants of the Territory of Florida, praying for 
the almission of that Territory into the Union as a 
sovereign State, 

Mr. W. said it would be reccllected that, some 
time since, he had presented to the Senate a me- 
morial from citizens of East Florida, praying for 
a division of the Territory. He at that time 
moved to lay it on the table, in the anticipation of 
presenting, in a short time, a petition for the ad- 
mission of the Territery into the Unicn, with the 
view that both papers might be referred to a select 
committee, who would then have the whole subject 
befcre them. In accordance with the understand- 
ing at that time, he would now move that the me- 
morial formerly presented, and the one just sub- 
mitted, should be referred to a select committee of 
live members. 

Mr. DAVIS said he saw no reason why this 
should not take the usual course of similar memo- 
rials, which had always been referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER said that the precedents were 
as often one way as the other, and the.efore could 
have no weight. 

Mr. DAVIS said it was a matter of no conse- 
quence to him to what committee this subject was 
referred; but, until he heard some reasons for de- 
parting from that course, he must insist that the 
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reference to a standing committee of this body was 


the proper course. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that it must be ap- 
parent to the Senate that this question was not so 
exclusively withia the jurisdicuon of the Commit 
tee on the Judic‘ary as pretended by the Senator 
fram Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis.] The question 
whether the Territory should be now admitied into 
the Union, which was one branch of the inquiry, or 
not, was of little consequence compared to the 
question of the division of the Te:ritory, which was 
deep'y connected with their future prosperity and 
happiness. This question of division was one of 
the subjects proposed to be referred, and he thought 
it was evident this was not an appropriate subject 
for reference to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. SEVIER said he had but litte to say on this 
subject of reference; but he would tell Senators, 
openly and above board, when the question of ad- 
mission came ap, he would not vote for the admis- 
sion of any free State, without admitting, at the 
same time, aslave State. When lowa came in, 
East Florida must come in; and when Wisconsin 
came in, another slave State must come in, if they 
expected to get his vote for the admission. This 
was the eour-e pursued in the case of Michigan 
and Arkansas, and th’s was the course that would 
be pursued in futore. It was the only course 
which would preserve the balance of power, and 
protect the interest of the slave Siates on this floor, 
which was their last refuge. Tle had no conceal- 
ments on this subject, ard disdained to be beating 
about the bash. 

Mr. DAVIS said he liked to see the candor of 
the gentleman from Arkansas—[Mr. Sevier. And 
I should lize to see it met by a similar sp.rit] He 
wanted this subject referred to a committee who 
would consider it impartially; and from the ¢ virgs 
out, it was evident ths would not be the case if 
referred te a select committe. He asked for the 
yeas and nays on the question of referring to the 
Cc mmittee on the Judiciary; which were ordered. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he should coincide with the 
Senator from Massachu et'ts [Mr. Davis] in the 
propriety of rferring this subject to a standing 
committee of the body, if we had a Committ’e on 
ihe Territories; but he could not see that the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary had any thing more to do 
with it than many other of the standing committees 
—certainly not as much as the Commiitee on the 
Public Lands. Nor did he see so much force in 
his argument that this subject would not be treated 
impartially by a select committee. There were 
two propositions to be referred, which were ad- 
verse to each other; now they cou'd not be partial 
to both; so they were jistas sure of the subject be- 
ing consicerel impartially as if sentto a standing 
commitiee. He thought a reference to a select 
committee would be the proper course. 

Mr. MERRICK coincided in the views ex- 
pres ed by the Senator from Arkarsas, and in so 
coing, he should vote for the reference to a select 
committee. 

Tee question was then taken on the reference to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and decided in the 
negative—ayes 13, nocs 22, as follows: 

AY&S—-Mes rs. Clayton, Pavis, Knight, 
Phelps, Prentiss, Robinson, Ruggies. Smith of 
Indiana, Talimadge, Wall, Webster, White, and 
Williams—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cley of 
Alaban:a, Calhoun, Critwen!en, Cuthbert, Fulion, 
Grondy, Henderson, Hubbard, Liin, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvel!, Sevier, Strange, Tap- 
pan, Walker, Wagit, and Young—22., 

The question was then taken on referring the 
memorials to a select comm tice, and decided in the 
aflic mative, 

The committee consists of 

Mr. WALKER. 
Mr. NORVELL. 
Mr. DAVIS 

Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. SEVIER. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented three memorials from 
citizens of Philade!phia, praying for the imposition 
of a moderate duty on silks; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 
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Mr. WALL presented a memorial of similar 
character; which took the same referenc?. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Mary 
Tewgood; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

SALT TAX AND FISHING BOUNTIES 

AND ALLOWANCES. 

Mr. BENTON rose to communicate to the Senate 
several buniles of papers which he held in his 
hands, in relation to the salt duties, and the fishing 
bounties and allowances founded upon those du- 
tes; and to move their reference to the Finance 
Commitiee, which had the subject ander conside- 
ration, to which they related, 

Mr. B. said it would te recollected by tae Sena- 
tors who had been long members of this body, that 
he had commenced his labors on the salt tax, and 
ils appurtenant burden, the fishing bounties and al- 
lowances, about ten or twelve years ago; and that 
he had made but very litle progress in his labor 
since thattime, though often doing his best. Not 
to despair of a good cause, and not to give up for 
a few defeats, was one of his maxims—perhaps a 
part of his nature; for he never felt himself 
to be vanquished while he felt himself to be right. 
This was the case on this salt subject. Though 
defeated for ten years, he did not despair; on the 
cos trary, he felt stronger in the faith than ever, 
and more fresh and vigorous for action now than 
he did when the contest first began. His relaxa- 
ton from the contest on this floor, had been em- 
ployed in preparations fur renewing the Contests 
upon this floor; and these preparations had resulted 
in the accumulation of a mass of information, 
part of which had been received from the Treasury 
Department, and part of which bad been co! ected 
from other scurees. That which had come from 
the Treasury, had already been referred to the 
Finance Committee by the order of the Senae; 
that which he had collected from other sources, he 
now asked leave to communicate to the Senate, 
and to have it referred to the same committee. 

Mr. B. then sent to the table four several pack- 
ages of papers, Jabelled as follows: 

1. Thirty queries on the salt trade, and salt ma- 
nufa'ure in the West, addressed to his constituents 
by Mr. Benton of Missouri, with their answers 
thereio, showing the monopoly, adu' eration, defi- 
cient bushel, distr:cted allowance, stinted quantity, 
and extoruonate price, of salt in Missouri, and the 
necessity of the {ree admission of fore ga sal’. 

2. A commanication from the Democratic State 
Convention in Mi-souri; from the Hon. Mr. Miil- 
ler of Missouri; from the Hon. Mr. Chapman of 
lowa; from Jadge King of Missouri, showing the 
mouopoly, adullteraton, extortionate price, and 
other abuses in thesalt trade; and she connection of 
several banks with-aid monopoly and abu es. 

3 A general statement of ali the sa!t manufac- 
tories in the United States and their products, and 
cost of their salt at their works; wih a particular 
account of the salt works in New England, in New 
Yoik, at the Keahawa, and on the Holston, in Vir- 
ginia, and of the import of foreign sait at New Or- 
leans. 

4. Statistics of salt, showing its localities, dif- 
fusion, abundance, and universali y; its various 
forms, both hquid and solid; its different qualities; 
its manufacture; its cheapness of first cost; its uses 
in the animal economy, in agriculture, in different 
branches of raral econ my, and in the useful arts; 
its vast consumption; the tendency of monarchical 
goverments to tax it oppressively, both in ancieut 
and in modern times; the repugnance of the peo- 
ple to the tax in all ages; its final abolition in many 
countries; compiled frm English, French, and 
American Encyclopedizs, and ctuer authentic 
sources. 

These several package:, Mr. B. said, in aldi- 
tion to the two reports frem Mr. Woodbury, Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, in obedience to calls from 


ihe Senate; one in relation to the importation of 


salt from foreign countries, showing the quantities 
imported from each country, and the orginal cos'; 
the other in relation to the fi-hing bounties and ¢1- 
lowances, and the amount they draw from the 
Treasury, and the frauds which have grown out 
of them: these four packages, and these two re. 
ports, contained the mass of information which 
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at this session; and with better he 

of success than heretofore. Ail tha, |? gmpbe moll 
had to ask now was, that these packages sho 2 ppropri 
be referred to the Finance Commitier; to which k pounds. 
should submit the question of their famimteans Mr. 
and their title to be printed in extra numbers a House & 
distribution among our constituents. When the oT siiy, 
pers were printed, and the time aryived for art; Ba voos for 
upon them, he (Mr. B.) would undertake meal pe const 
blish, upon the evidence which they contained jeucy 
two propositions: First, that of the $320,000 ane,’ Ma Alel! 
ally, to which the fishing bounties and aliowarc,., bet | 
now amounted, pretty nearly $300,000 of that a jated on | 
was illegally and undaly drawn fiom the Trenian: commilte 
Secondly, that the salt tax, and its abuses, was ania MO P 
annual isjury to the amount of several millions a sndstil 
of dollars on the agricuitare and rural economy on modil 
the West. These two propositions he expected jam V9) 
establish; and, if he did so, he should expect, as a nd expe 
consequence, that his bill should pass—the ™" ao 
which he had renewed at the commencement of this nee 
session—for the suppression of the salt tax, and jhe hied, h 
abolition of the fishing bounties and allowances _—s 


founded upon that tax. The H 
Mr. B. then moved the reference of the Papers 

to the Finance Committee; and they were acecr. 

dingly referred. 
Mr. WALL, from the Commitee on the Jui.4q MEE 


ciary, to which was referred the petition of a num.qee™ 

ber of citizens of New Orleans, praying the repeal of the d 

of the naturalization laws, reported that the prayer rare 
r. 





























of the pe’ilioners ought not to be granted, 

Mr. PRENTISS, from the Committee 0 ths 
Public Lands, reported a bi.l to fix the minimum 
price of the public lands acquired by the Mian, 
treaty of Nov. 6, 1838; which was rea, and or- 
dered toa second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committ:e on the 
Disirict of Columbia, reported a bill for the bereft 
of the Howard Ins'itation of the city of Washiny- 
ton; which was read, and ordered to a second 
rea ling. 

Mr. NORVELL, agreeably to notice, asked an| 
obtained leave to introduce a bill avthoriz.ng the 
States to tax any lands within their limits sold by 
the United States; which was read, and ordered 
a second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Lard Claims, to which hat been referred the va- 
rious decuments in relation to the claim of Francs 
Laventure, asked to be discharged fiom the fur- 
ther consideration thereof, and that they be refer. 
red to the Committee on the Public Lauds; which 
was agreed to. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The repost of the Select Commiitee, to which 
was referred the resolution of Mr. Benron aod 
the resolution of Mr. Lumpkin, on the subjec' 0 
the assumption of the S ate debts by the General 
Government, being the special order of the day, 
was taken up. 

Mr. PHELPS wasentitled to the floor; but being 
indisposed, yielded it to 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, who addresse| the Se- 
nate at length in oppositicn to the resolutions of he ioe oy 
select commiltice. Bhich | 

The subject was then informally passed ove'M igre, 
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and Mr. 
The Senate adjourned. H. Ba 
He sa 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 5 a 
Wennespay, February 12, 1840. fall for 


The SPEAKER announced that the first bow la'e ag 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Casry '0 'Hiiphen 
fer the memorial of the National Road ConveO-Hl Whey, 
tion, held at Terce Haute, Indiana, to the Con!""Hiipay, 
tee of Ways and Means, with instructions 1 [ 
port a bill appropriating $150,000 to each of 'h- 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to be 
peaded on the Cumberland road. 

Mr, HOFFMAN, who was entitled to the floor 
addressed the House at some lengih in oppost 
to the resolation. He was in favor of appropré 
tions for this road; but was oppo-ed to the manor 
in which the measure was now brought before ! 
House. He also objected to any action on {¢ 
subject until the House obtained s. me informatict 
with regard to the views of the Executive. 
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\{;, HUBBARD then followed in opposition to 
motion for instructions, as well as opposing any 
for this road on constitational 





he me 
ppropriatioas 
i oonds. 


Mr. HOWARD of Indiana next addressed the 
jose at great length, and with much force and 
yiity, ia favor of continuing the appropria- 
‘ops for th's great work. His argument was to 
4» constitutionality as well as the justice and ex- 

eacy of the measure. 

afer the pre entation by the Speaker of a nom- 
vr of Execnuve documents which had accumu- 
igied on he table, and their reference to appropriate 
commillees, 

Mr. PICKENS obtained the floor, and presente 4 
asadstitute for the motion of Mr. Casey, and so 
» modify said motion as to instract the Commitee 
¢ Ways and Means to inquire into the propritye 
sj expediency of making an appropriation for tae 
ytinuation of the Cumberland read. Mr. P. 
gihout proceeding in his remarks, made a motion, 
hich, he said, he had not before made—that the 
Rous: adjourn; Which was agreed to; and 

The House adjourned till to-morrow morning. 





IN SENATE, 
Trurspay, February 13, 1840. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented sixteen memorials 
rom citizens of Pennsylvania, praying an increase 
of the duties on silks; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of the widow 
{Samuel Jazaison; which was referred to the 
ommitee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROANE presented a petition of Thomas R. 
waders; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. * 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the me- 
norial of the hens of the Baron De Kalb; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
laims. 

Mr. STURGEON presented eight memorials 
from citizens of Pennsylvania, prayicg an increase 
of the duties on silks; which were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two memoriais of a 
pumber of citizens «f New York, praying the 
passage Cf a uniform law on the subject of bank- 
wp'ey; which were referred to the Committee on 
he Judiciary. 

Mr. WHITE presented a joint resolution of ihe 

General Assembly of the State of Indiana for the 
rlief of Peter Houston; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 
Mr. TALLMADGE presented three petitions of 
titizens of New York, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which were referred to the 
Commitee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial of a 
number of women, inhabitants of Alleghany county, 
laying for the abolition of slavery; the motion to 
teceive Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition 
ofthe Kentucky State Agricaltural Society, pray- 
ing the endowment of an agricultural school or col- 
tgeout of the funds of the Smithsonian legacy; 
ah was referred to the Committee on Agricu!- 
are, 

Mr.CLAY presented the petition of Michael 
H. Barton, praying for the abolition of slavery. 
He said that he presented this paper in deference 
0 the right of petition, which he admitted m is 
fail lore. He thought the crisis of this unfortu- 
we agitation was passed; it was certainly passed 
"hen Congress convensd in December last. 
Whether the political uses which have since been 
e of it May not revive it, and revive it ina 
"ore imposing form, he was not prepared to say. 


Mr. C. took occasion to express the gratification 
Yhich he had derived, during the jast summer, 
Moet the perusal of some valuable works from 
Northern pens on the subject of Abolition, and he 
considered them the ablest defences of Sonthern 
stitutions which he had seen. He designated 
a dere ot Dr. Channirg Reviewed,” by 

distinguished ecit'zen of Boston; “Abolition a 
cs ton,” and “Some Taoughts on Domestic Sla- 
a which were sold at Mr. Franck Taylor’s 

Store on the avenue, this side of Gadsby’s. 
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In the last named work, which contained many 


profound philosophical | uihs, the propositicn was 
preseated with uncommon force, that two commnu- 
nities of distinct races canact live together with- 
out the one becoming more or less in subjection to 
the other.. Mr. Cray had called the writer’s atten- 
tion to the illustration given to his argament by 
Lord Durham, in his report on the condit.on of 
Canada, submitted to the Briti-h Government. He 
exprcssed the firmest conviction that whoever 
would read that report would come to the sam: 
conlusion which was arrived at by the author of 
“ Thoughts on Domestic Slavery.” Lord Dar- 
ham states, as his decided opinion, after much ob- 
servation of the French and British residents in 
Canada, that they cannot live together harmoni- 
ously, and that it is utterly impossible to hope for 
peace and trangui!lity in these provinces, except 
by making one portion of the inhabitants subordi- 
nate to the other. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he rose to exp-ess the 
pleasure he felt at the evidence which te remarks 
of the Senator from Kentucky furnished of the pro- 
gress of truth en the subject of Abolition. He had 
spoken, with strong approbation, of the principe 
laid down ina recent yamphlet, that two races, of 
different character and origin, cvald not co exist 
in the same country, without the subordination of 
the one to the other. I? was gratifie] to hear the 
Sena'or give assent to so important a princip'e, in 
application to the cenditicn o° the South. He had 
himself, several years since, stated the same, io 
more specific terms; that it was impossible for two 
races,so dissimilar in every respect as the European 
and Afiican, that inhabit the Sou:hern portion of this 
Union, to exist together in nearly equal nambers, 
in any other relation than that which existed there. 
He a'so added, that exp rience had shown that 
hey cou'd so existin peace and happiness there, 
certainly to the great Leaefit of the inferior race; 
and that to destroy it, was to doom the la ter to de- 
straction. But he uttered these important traths 
thea in vain, as far as the side to which the Sena- 
tor belongs is ecncerned. 

He trusted the progress of truth would not, Low- 
ever, stop at the point to which it has arrived with 
the S nator, and that it will make some progress in 
regard to what is calle! the right of petition. 
Never was a right so much myst fied and megni- 
fied. To listen to the discussion, here and e se- 
where, you would suppose it to be the most essen- 
tial and important right: so far from it, he un 
dertoojyto aver that, urder our free aud popu- 
lar sys‘em, it was among the least impor- 
tant of all our politicalr ghts. It had been seper- 
seted, in aigreat degree, by the far higher 1ight 
of general suffiage, and by the practice, now so 
common, of instruction. There could te no local 
grievance but what could be reached by these, ex- 
cept it might be the grievance, afleciing a mino- 
rity, which could be no mere redressed by petition, 
than by them. The truth is, that the right of peti- 
tion eould scarcely te said to Le the right of a free- 
man. Itbelongs to despotic Governments more 
properly, and m-ght be said to be the last rghit of 
of slaves. Whoever heard of petitoa in the free 
States of antiquity?) Wehad berrowed our nt ons 
in recard to it from our British ancestors, 
With whem it had a value, from’ their imper- 
fect representation, far creater than it hoes 
with us; and it is owing to that it has a plece 
atall in our Constitution. Tre truth is, that the 
right has been so far superseded, ina political 
point of view, that it has ceased to be what the Con- 
stitution contemplated it to be—a shirld to protect 
against wrongs—and bas been perverted into a 
sword to attack the rights ef others—to cause a 
grievance, instead of the means of redressing 
grievances, asin the case of Abolition petitions. 
‘The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] has viewed 
this subject in i's proper light, and bas taken aliu'y 
patriotic and constitutional stand ia refosing to pre- 
sent these fire-brands, for which I heartily thank 
him, in the name of my State. Had the Senator 
from Kentucky followed the examp'e, he would 
have rendered inestimable service to the country. 

Mr. CLAY said it was very 'rue that the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina might be the original in- 
ventor of the idea respecting the two races, but, 
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like some other inventors, he had not derived much 
profit from the discovery. However, he had not 
somuch commended the ideaas the manner in which 
it, has been illustrat-d and enforced, by the author 
of whom he had spoken. As to the right of peii- 
tion, he did not consider it a matter of such smail 
importance, or why was it guarded with such sedu- 
lous care by the framers of our Cons itution? He 
was for respecting it; ant he believed that if these 
Abolition petitions were receive! and reported on, 
and notso much harshness of language used in re- 
gard io them, there would have been much less ex. 
c'tement than had been on this subject. Bat his 
remarks were rotin reference to the vote in the 
House, bat to the politic. ans and political newspa- 
pers. With regard to the compliment paid to the Se- 
nator from Ohio, [Mr. Tarpan,] it was well merit- 
ed, and the merit was somewhat enhanced by the 
understanding that that gentleman had heretofore 
entertained opposite sentiments. 


Mr. TALLMADGE said that his views of the 
right of petition had been submitted heretofore, 
but he could not permit ihe remarks of the Senator 


from South Carolina to pass without remark. 
The Senator had said that we had derived this 


right of petition from England anterior to cur 
struggle with that country, and that it had been 
superseded, and rendered of trivial mportance, by 
the reht of suffrage. It had been aiways consi- 
dered a matter of the highe-t importance, both 
before the Revolution and since that event—from 
the first struggle of liberty in this country down to 
the pres*nt time. In proof of this, be referred to 
the sentiments on the subject which pervaded a'l 
the public meetings immediately previcus to and 
during the Revolution, and which were expressed 
in their resolotons and reports. Wish the same 
obicet, also, he referred to that ameadment to the 
Constitution which guards the right, and prehi- 
bits Congress from doing any thing to abridge it. 
This wes one of the amendments, the adoption of 
which was made by New York an express condi- 
tion antecedent to her ratification of the Constitn- 
tion; which event was principally to be ascribed 
to the talents and eloquence of Alexander Hamil- 
ton, who was described on this floor the other day 
as being a man of only second rate abilities, and 
an imitator. The right of petition went behind the 
Constitution. The citizen has a right to pet tion 
even for that which Congress is prohibited by the 
Constitption fiom granting. They may fetition 
for an alteration of the Constitution, so that you 
may be enabled to grantitto th m. His views on 
Abcliion were rot change'; tut he said, and said 
four vears ago, if they had not resisted the right of 
petition there would have been infinitely less of 
Aboliuon than had been. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator who has just 
taken his seat, has assigned a very sete 
sible reason why our ance:tors, who framed 
ihe Constitution, placei so high a value on 
the rizht of petison. It performed a promi- 
nent part in the contest leading to the Revola- 
tion. Then we were subject colonics, and, as far 
as the Government of Great Britain was concetn- 
ed, had no other mode of being heard bat by peti- 
tion. We had no representation in Parliament. But 
the case is d ffvrent now. Our Government, in every 
Department, is under popular control. The people 
have aiight to speek direct'y to their public fanc- 
tionaries; and it is absurd to say, under this 
changed condition, that the rglt is as important 
as it was then, when it was our only weapon, and 
that the right is so sacred as to be without limita- 
tion. I ask the Senator whether he is ready to 
carry out h'stheory of theright. I put three ques- 
tionsto him: Would he presenta petition that vilified 
this body, or any of the individuals of which it is 
composed? Cr would he present a petition to 
to legalize murder? 1 wish 73 answer to these 
questions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE. The Senator asks, would 
I present a petition that would vilify this body. I 
tell him I would not. Self-defence would prevent 
me. As toa petiiion to abolish the Christian reii- 
gion, I do not taink there would be much harm in 
the presentation, if he could have it presented to a 
committee of which the Senator would be ghair- 
man. 
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Mr. CALHOUN. Will the Senator go home and 
tell his constituents that he is ready to present a pe- 
tition to abolish Christianity? If so, and I do not 
mistake their character, they would soon abolish 
him and his righiof petition. But he has acknow- 
ledged that the right has limitation. He would 
not present one vilifying this body or its members, 
because self-defence would not permit it. Bat 
why not receive it, and put it down by a report, as 
he propos+s in the case of Christianity? Again, is 
the principle of self-defence limited to this body? Is 
not the defence of religion, morals, the Constitution, 
and the character aad rights of your constitaents 
and the State you represent, as impor.ant as that of 
the defence of ourselves? And why not meet the one 
at least as promptly and indignantly as the other? 
Why not close the door, on the principle of self-de- 
fence equally against ali? It is ure'ess to attempt 
concealment. The presentation of these incendiary 
petitions is its lf an infraction of the Constitution. 
All acknow!leJge—the Senator himse!f—that the 
property, which they are presented here to destroy, 
is guarantied by the Constitution, Mow, [ ask, if 
we have the right under the Const tution to hold 
the property, ( Which nene question,) have we not 
also the right to hold it under the same sacred in- 
strument in peace and quiet? Is it not a direct in- 
fraction, then, of the Constitution, to present peti- 
tions here, in the common council of the Union, 
and to us, the agents appointed to carry its 
provisions into effect, and to gnard the rehts 
it secures, the professed aim of which is ta 
destroy the property guarantied by the instrament? 
There can be but one answer to these questions 
on the partof those who pretent sach petitions; 
that the right of petition is higher ard more 
sacred than the Constitation and our oaths to pre- 
serve and defend it. To such monstrous result 
does the doctrine lead 

Sir, I understand this whole question. The great 
mass of both parties !o the Norih are opposed to 
Abolition: the Democ'ats almost exclusively; the 
Whieslessso. Very few are to be found in the ranks 
of the former; but many in that of the latter. 
The only importance that the Abolition:s's have, 
is to be found in the fact, that their weight may be 
felt in elections; and this is no sma'l ad- 
vantage. The one party is unwilling to lose 
their weight, but, at the same time, unwilling 
tu be blended with them on the main question; and 
hence is ma’e this false, absurd, unconstitational, 
and dangerous collateral issue cn the right of petition. 
Here is the whole secret. They are willingto play the 
political game a! ourhazard and that of the Constitn- 
tion and the Union, for the sake of victory at the 
elections. But, to show stil! more clearly how little 
foundation there is in the character of our Govern- 
ment for the extravagant importance attached to 
this right, [ask the Senator wkat is the trne relation 
between the Government and the people, according 
to our American conception? Which is principal 
and which agent?) which the master and which 
the servant? which the sovereign and which the 
subject? There can be but ene answer. We ae 
but the agents—'he s-rean's. We are not 
te sovereign. That resides in the peop'e 
of the States. How litle applicable, then, is. this 
boasted right of petition, under our sy-tem, to politi- 
cal questions? Who ever heard of the principal 
petitioning his egent—of the mas’er his servant— 
or of the sovereign i:is subject? 
a pelilion implies a request from an inferior to a su- 
perior. Itis not, in fact, a nataral growth of our 
system. It was copied from the British bill of 
righis, and grew up among a people whose repre- 
sentation was very impeifect, and where the sove- 
reignty of the people was not recognised at all’. 
And yet, even there, this right somuch ins‘sted on 
here, as being boundless as space, w2's restricted 
from the beginning, by the very men who ad: pted 
it in the British system, in the very manner which 
has been done in the other branch, this s¢s- 
sion; and to an extent far beyond. The 
two Houses of Parliament haVe again’ and again 
passed resolutions against receiving petitions even 
to repeal taxes; and this, those who formed our Con- 
stitation well knew, and yet adopted the provision 
almost identically contained in the British bill of 
rights, without guarding against the practice under 
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it. Jsnot the conclusion irresistible, that they did 
not deem it inconsisient with the right of “the citi- 
zens peaceably toassemble and petition for a re- 
dress of grievance,” as secured in the Constitution? 
Toe thing 1s clear. It is time that the t.uth should 
be known, and this cant about petition, not to re- 
diess the giievances of the pet.tioners, but to create 
a grievance elsewhere, be put down. 

Mr. BROWN said he had not had the remotest 
idea of entering into a discussion on this subject; 
but, as a Senator representing a Southern State, he 
coald not in silence hear the decisions of another 
branch of this Legislature denounced for an act 
which he deemed eminently judicious and patriotic. 
It is time that this persevering effort to interfere 
with Southern institutions should be put an end to. 
When Corgress become satisfied that, under the 
forms of the Constitution, and to attain objects 
clearly unconstitutiona’, eflorts are making to de- 
s roy the peace and happiness of a portion of the 
States of this Confederacy, they have a right, nay, 
it is their duty, to arrest a course so fraught with 
pernicious ec nsequences. But gentlemen say that 
this question has been u ed for political purposes. 
Ry whom has it been us-d for political purposes ? 
The first knowlege he had of the mingling of this 
question with poliiics, was in the councils of the 
Haitford Corvention. A portion of the Northera 
Federalists then endeavored to produce the same 
prejudice against the Southern States, for pelitical 
‘ficvet, which at this day was attempted in the same 
quarter, for the same purpose. The Democracy of 
the North were then, and still continue, true to the 
Union and the p'ineiples upon whieh it was founded. 
I agree with gentlemen that it has been used by 
polvicians in more modern times. Aud by whom? 
Whiy, trae to their vocation, by the Federal party, 
though he admitted there were many honorable ex- 
ceptions, What have the Demecratic party to 
gain by a connection with these fanatics? Nothing! 
And is this annoyance never to ceas ? Gentlemen 
say, receive and refer these petitions, and have a 
report on them, and then they will cease. Sir, this 
spirit will never cease while ambition ex.sis, and is 
ready to seize upon any subject as the means of 
succe Ss. 

Mr. B. should not have alluded to this branch, 
if it had net been alluded to in connection with the 
political affairs of the country; and he would have 
been recreantto duty,if he had not at'smpted te 
cefend his Democratic brethren of the North, who 
had acted s> nobly on this question, from te as- 
sanlt which, el‘ewhere more especially, had been 
made upon them on this question of Aboliti®n. 

There was no State north of the Potomac, in 
which the Federal party had obtained an ascen- 
dancy in the Legislature, in which 1e olutions in- 
sulting to the South had net been pa:sd; while in 
every instance where the friends of the Adminis- 
tration had the ascendency, resolutions of a pre- 
cisely opposite character had been adopted. But 
from whom do these petitions come? Itis gene- 
rally known, from persons ho ti'e tothe Demecra- 
lic parity?’ When the question fir the admission 
of Arkansas into the Union was decided in this 
body, every Democratic Senator fromthe North 
voted in favor of her admission, while some of the 
other party voted againstit. In the other House, 
in voling cn the same qgues'ion, parties steod in 
the same atutude towards each other, as far as re- 
garded the Northern represeniation. 

I know that, notwithstanding all these facts 
siaring them in the face, the eave geatlemen fiom 
the South who sull doubt, or affect to doubt, who 
are their friends on this question. The time for 
doubt is passed: the facts which decide the case are 
numerous and conclusive; and I now make this 
declaration, that if, with my knowledge of cireum- 
stances, J shouid gssist in attempting to delude the 
people of the Scuth, on a question so vitally impor- 
tant to their intere-ts and safety, I should consider 
myself guilty cf treason tothe best interests of that 
people. If, as a Southern man, with the knowledge 
I possess in relation to the parties in the North, I 
should attempt to delude the pecple of the South 
as to who were their true friends, I should consider 
myself, I repeat it again, guilty of weason to their 
best iaterest: 


Mr. TALLMADGE said he regretied the intro- 
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duction of this question here as much as the Se... 
tor from North Caro'ina, but it had not bee Za 
duced through his instrameantality; but oh i No 
Senator talks of any political party in the N a 
being an Abolition party, he talks of what he a 
not comprehend. There was no such oline se 
party there; there was no leading public din a 
of any party, who was not willing to maintain Hy 
constitutional rights of the South. For himself 
considered the rights of the South on this subje _ 
sacred @ his right to his private property. ie 
the gentleman says he considers the Presentation r 
these petitions as an insult. I hope he ne 
consider itan insult in the person who sienen 
them. Why were not these petitions lreated a 
as they were in the ¢aysof the Pirst Cop a 
Then, a petition was presented from the Ant. | 
very Society of Pennsylvania, of which Benjani, 
Franklin was the president, and it was referred 1 treale’ 
a committee, of which James Madison pe that 11 
chairman, who reported that Congress fa} ,, fam! 
power over the subject. If these petitions were treated hen, 
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in the same way, there would be no more dange- fame. 
of these petitioners destroying the property of the fmt” I 
people of the South than there would be of taking node 
his property; and if they took the latter they wou), fe 
probably not get much in these Loco Foeo time fe 
He regretted that the Senator from South Caroling jon At 
had characterized the right of petition as he had robl} 
He said the people were sovereigns, and, therefore a” 
had no neces-ity to petiiion their slaves! Why oy 

? ec 


these metaphysics? The Senator seeme.l to have iy 
his head the idea of his presenting a petition to one 
ef bis own slaves. Was that the analogy? Mr. T. 
said he rejected it. The peop!e of the United Staies 
are sovereigns, and their representatives are called 
public servants, When they petition, it is the pei. 
tion, not of mas’‘ers to slaves, but of freemen jo 
their pablic servants, and which those servants are 
bound to hear. The gentleman asked if the right 
of petition was ever heard of in the representa. 
tive Governments of ancient Greece and Rome 
From what little knowledge he possessed of the 
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histories of those countries, there was but a yey fe” 
short period in which they possessed representative CS 
wer] 


Governments. He would say again, as he hai 
said before, that he did not differ in seu’. 
ment with the Senators from North and South 
Caroling, [Mr. Brown and Mr. Catnevn| 
as to their constitational right to hold this specie 
of property, but deemed them as sacred as his owa 
rights to private property. As to the remarks of 
the Senator from North Carolina about the Demo- 
cratic party, be would tell him that the Democratic 
pirty was now in the ascendency in the Empire 
State. ‘They have the three branches of the Go- 
vernment in that State. We have put down the 
old Federa! pari'y cf 1798, and we intend to keep 
them down; and we will not permit the rights ofthe Hh.) 
States to be interfered with. be in 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he did not rise to male With 
a speech, bui to submit a motion. Befure he did Hp c 
this, however, he would take leave to make a very Mimpbert 
brief explanation. Although he had ever car- jjrorth 
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fully avo.ded to speak of his own pa t conduct in Bitespe 
the Senate in terms wh'ch m ght appear like self fo 
commendation, yet, upon the present occasion, he Bimight. 
deemed it necessary to refer to his former coure polite 
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upon the subjeet of Abolition, 


In the session of 1835-6, sail Mr. B. when aa 
alarming excitement prevailed on this subjeei 
thronghout a large portion ef the country, I took a 
decided stand against the Ab litionists. 1 then pre 
sented a memorial from the Caln Quarterly Meeting 
of the hghly respectable religious socitty © BiB op 
Frievds in Pennsylvania, asking Congress © Bin, 
abolish slavery in the D:striet of Columbia; and ai Hi, 
the time of its presentation, I declared that, Ufo" BiRouy 
its reception, I should immediate'y move that the 
prayer of the memorialists be rejected. This me me 
morial was received by a vo'e of 36 to 10; andmy Hi. 
motion to reject the prayer of it prevailed, with bal 
six disseming vo'ces. Since this decision, the S+ 
nate hed adopted a practice which I think hes 
proved eminently beneficial, because it has affi nie! Mba, 
us peace and quiet upon this subject. The mea Bi... 
rial is presented, objection is made to ‘ts recepiiOhs Bien, 
and a motion to Jay the question of receptioa up™ 
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table is then immediately a and adopted. 
is precludes all debate and all agitation. 

Now, said Mr. B. in consequence of my con- 
get here throughout that session, I have borne the 
capt of the Abolitionists at home. I[ agree with 
y Senator from Kentucky that the danger has 
eq away, at least in Pennsylvania. ‘The cris s 
now over j aad the fanaticism which threatened 
, invade the constitutional rights of the South, and 

jissalve the Union, has teen neatly extinguished. 

The battle bas been fought, where it must ever 

fonght, not in the South, tut in the North. It 
_weot the North who must ever sustain the shock 
iy sach a contest. Under these circumstance:, I 

ai most solemnly to Senators from the slave- 
holding States, whether they ought not to be gv- 
verned, in a great degree, by our advice as to the 
me in whch these Abolition petitions shall be 
yeated. Itis impossible, after all which has passed, 
hat they can doubt our devotion to the constitu- 
ional rights of the South. Let me assure them, 
pen, that our greatest danger ‘s from agitation 
ere, Excitement is the element in which Aboli- 
op lives, and moves, and has its being. A flame 
jodled in the Capitol would soon pervade the 
Noion. Let a question now be raised upon the 
ptract right of petition—let the enemies of Aboli- 
on in this bedy divide upon this question, as they 
robly would, and they will jeopard the great cause, 
» the maintenance of which they are all devoted, 
in this most unprofitable strife. The discussion of 
he Abolition question here can do no possible 

ood, and may do much positive harm. When did 
analacism ever yield to the voice of reason? Let 
talone, and it will scon burn out for want ef the 
foe] on which it feeds. 

Deeply and solemnly impressed with a convic- 
jon of the truth of these sentiments, and for the 
purpose of arresting this debate, I make the accus- 
omed motion, which cannot be debated, that the 
puestion on the reception of this memurial be laid 
pon the table. 

Mr. BROWN here interposed, in the most earnest 
manner, and urged Mr. Bucnanan to withdraw 
his motion, to afford him an opportunity of an- 
wering remarks which he considered personal to 
himself, After much solicitation from him, 

Mr. BUCHANAN reluctantly consented to 
ihdraw his motion, at the same time declaring 
hat he would renew it on the very first opportunity 
{ter the Senator had made his remarks. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he could not permit the 
pions expressed by the Senator from Sovth 
avlina on the right of petition, to pass without a 
wark. He says that our institu'ions have, in a 
preal degree, superseded the right of petition. It is 
vange, if it were so, that those who formed those 
astitutions should have been so careful in introduc- 
git. He thought it surprising that ihe Constitution 
hould be so construed as to supersede that portion of 
he instrument which was most cautiously guarded. 
With the same propriety might be explaired away 
Ne correlative rights of freedom of the press and 
iberty of conscience. The right of petition is only 
orth ‘Using in representative Governments; in 
tespotisms, the subject is permitted to crawl to 
foot of the throne; but this could not be called a 
ight of petition. 
tage and the right of instraction render this 
ight of petition unnecessary. Now, the Constitu- 
on expressly secures the right of petition, but says 
bot a word about the right of instruction. He 
content to hold on to the Constitution, and let 
nilemen indulge their peculiar notions about 

right of instruction? But it is asked, does a 
taster petition a servant? No individual is a mas- 
tof Congress. He petitions a power which has the 
Mpacity to redress his grievance. He would say 
me word as to the remarks of the Senator from 
suth Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] and his friend 
fom Kentucky, [Mr. Cray,] that two dis inct races 
en cannot live in the samecommunity without 
ue being subject to the other. He had nota word 
say about distinction of color, as in that case the 
position might be true. But the general propo- 
ion that two races cannot live inthe same com- 
unity, Was a sentiment that he revolted at. He 
slabeed the case of Louisiana, in which the 

nch Creoles and the Anglo Saxon races had 


i 


But the Senator says the right of 
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commingled; and said that good Government was 
all that was necessary to prodace this result. He 
spoke not of colors—that was a distinct question. 
He thought the arguments of Lord Durham on this 
subject, which had keen alluded te, were founded 
neither in reason nor philosophy. 

Mr. BROWN returned his thanks to the Senator 
from Pennsylvania for withdrawing his motion, 
and enabling him to say a few words in reply to 
th Senator from New York [Mr. Tattmanae. | 
The Sena’or from New York denies that there is 
any party in this country associated with Abo'ition. 
Notwith-tandiog that denial, he stll believed that 
Abolition was made use of in the elections in that 
State. Last year, the popular branch of the Legis- 
lature of that S:a'e, which was of that party not 
long since assuming the name of Whig, but which 
{ suppose he would now call Democratic and to 
whih others give a different name, passed a 
series of resolutions, which, if carr.ed out, would 
have shaken this Union to its centre. But when 
they were sent to the other branch of the Legisla- 
ture, which contained a majority of the friends of 
this Administration, they were rejected, or at any 
rate deprived of their obnoxious character by 
amendments. 

Here, sir, was the Democratic, Conservative, Fe- 
deral Whig branch, introducing and passing these 
reso] tions; and on the other hand, whathe called the 
Democratic members of the other branch, placing 
their veto on them. This needs no commentary. 

And what is the course of par ies in Congress? 
One presenting these petitions, debating them, and 
agi‘ating the question: the other endeavoring to 
arrest agitation, and to allay excitement. There 
is one very distinguished gentleman of the Opposi- 
tion party—he would not say in what branch of 
Covgress—who presents hundreds of these poti- 
tions, aud makes the most inflammatory speeches; 
and ye', forsco'h, be says he ix not an Abolitionnst. 
If you take their own declarations, none of them 
are Abolimonists! But the gentleman [Mr. Tatt- 
MaDGF] has alluded to a party—the Loco Foco 
party, as he calls them—existing in New York, 
which, he says, are in favor of a divis'on of pro- 
periy; and says, such is his regard for the right of 
petition, if they sent petit'ons here for that purpose, 
he would deem it hisduty to present them. The 
Federal party is the party who support the princi- 
ples spoken of by the Senator, by asserting the 
supremacy of corporations, and justifying their 
abuses. This is the party who are destroying the 
rights of property, while the Demccratic party 
wish a them, by es‘ablishing a preper 
standard of value. The party who upheld the paper 
system, in all its abuses—they are the real agra- 
rians, who trample the re¢hts of property under 
foot. But we have heard much of the right of pe- 
tition, and the example of Great Britain is referred 
to. He wou!d rot quote British examples on this 
floor for imitation, unless they came recommende | 
by principle and reason. Abolition org:na'ed in 
England, and he was not disposed to look to that 
country for examples, so often quoted by a certain 
party here. He considered the British Government, 
whi'e favorable to the nobility and gentry, as the 
m 1st rapacious and despotic on earth in is opera- 
trons on the great mass of the people—in plunder- 
ing the many for the benefit of the few, and as the 
most perfect invention in any age, by means of 
which the earnings of labor were appropriated to 
privileged classes. 

But we have heard much of abstractions. Sir, 
the abstraclions come from the other side. We go 
for a great practical good, while those in opposition 
themselves deal in abstractions. For years the Fe- 
deral party to the North have attempted to de!ude the 
peop'e of this country by exc!aiming that the right 
of petition was endangere!. They know that they 
cannot exist a day without a panic, either in re- 
gard to banks, Abolition, or something else; and 
now that all other subjects have been worn out, 
they strive to get one upon the abstract right of 
petition, in order to cntist partisans under their 
banner. 

The Senator [Mr.Tatumance] says that the Deme- 
cratic partly is now in the ascendency in New York. 
He will find all the surviving members of the 
Hartford Convention in what he now calls the 


Democratic party, but which, in former times, was 
called the Federal party. Nay, the Secretary of 
the Hartford Convention was the Eaitor of an or- 
gan of that party, inthe city of New York, not 
long since; and one of the latest productions, he was 
informed, of that distinguished personage, was a 
life of Thomas Jefferson, but which, in reality, is 
an infamous libel on the character of that eminent 
patriot. 

Mr. TALLMADGE said there were Loco Fo- 
cos among his constituents who believed in the 
propriety of a division of property; and if they 
would send a petition here, he would preseat it, 
and if he could get the Senator from North Caro- 
lina to move its reference to a select committee, it 
would be quickly disposed of. He repeated that 
there was no Abolition connected with the political 
party of which he was a member. His most bit- 
ter opponent was the Editor of the Friend of Man. 
This editor, in conjunction with the Loco Focos, 
had done all he could to prevent his election; and 
when they came to nominate candidates, the leader 
of the Loco Focos nominated Gerrit Smith, one of 
the principal Abolitionists, as his antagonist Mr. 
T. said that when the leaders of the Democratic 
party had turned off from the old track, he had kept 
stra'cht ahead. Even before he left it, there was so 
much blue light Federal sm init, that he frequently 
thought he smelt brimstone. Indeed, it has been 
thought that the object of the President in visiting 
the Sulphur Springs some time since, was to reple- 
nish his stock. 

Mr. BROWN said, in having introduced tte 
subject of paity politics im connection with this 
question, he had but followed the examples of the 
Senators from Kentucky and New York, [Messrs, 
Cray and Tattmapce.}] Bat the Senator from 
New York [Mr. Tatumapce] says the Abol tion- 
ists belong to the political party of which lama 
member. Sir, now-a-da*s, ho'hing need surprise 
us that comes from a politic an; and after what he 
has just said, and with the facts befure us, nothing 
that can come from that honorable gentieman on 
this subjec’, or any other, hereatter, will surprise 
me. He says the Legislature which elected hm 
was Democratic, and that the party opposed to 
him was the Abolition party, &c. It he says so, 
any declarations which he may make hereafter 
will not satisfy me of their correctness, 

But when the party that he has gone over to 
had attempted to throw firebands into the Senate, 
who were they that voted them down? Were they 
not the friends of the Adiniotstra'ion? 

M..B. said that it was a maxim among lawyers, 
that the record never lies. On the question of the 
admission of Arkansas into the Uaion, the jour- 
uals of the Senate show that every Democratic Se- 
nator from the Nerth voted for mt, while the vores 
in opposition to it were entirely from the enemies 
of the Admiaistration. In the House of Represen- 
tative:, almost the entire Democratic vote of tne 
North was given in favor of the same measure, 
while the opposition vote from the same quarter was 
found recorded pretty generally egainst it! Here 
wasa-great practical test question, on the admis- 
sion of a slave State into the Union,which exhibited 
partesto the North on the Abolition question in 
their trne positions, and about which there cou'd 
be no mistake, unless it was among those who 
chose either to be deceived themselves, or to deceive 
other.! 

The gentleman, he thought, must rely largely on 
his powers of persuasion, if he supposed that he 
could succeed in making the impression which his 
remarks were intended to make. Is there a single 
Legislature, with a majority of the party to which 
the gentleman has gone over, and teen received 
with open arms, which has passed resolutions cal- 
culated to quiet this irritating subject? On the 
contrary, was there a single Democratic Legisla- 
ture to the North that had not sustained the righ s 
of the South on this ques'ion? 

But the gentleman says that the Abolitionists are 
not his friends. Then they are not so complimen- 
tary to him, as he wasto them. But did not the 


party which elected him, elect Mr. Bradish, an 
open and avowed Abolitionist, as Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of the State of New York? I am aware of 
Federal ingenuity and trickery. It is by the Abo- 
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litionists, with them, as it is by the Federalists. If 
one Federalist, out of a hundred, comes over to the 
Democratic ranks, it is immediately pointed ont by 
Federal papers and Fe ‘eral orators as an evidence 
that the old Federalists are all members of our 
party! And so, if one out of a hundred of the Abo- 
litionists, acts with the Administration party, why, 
according to Federal loge, it is conclusive to show 
that the Abolitionists are acting with the Deniccrats. 

He believed there was not an intelligent Fe 'e- 
ralist in the Union, whatever opinions they may ad- 
vance to the contrary, for political effect, that did 
not know the Abclitionists, as a body, were generally 
political auxiliaries of theirown party, and enemies 
of the Democratic party. But we are taun ed wih 
bowing down tothe Executive yoke. Sir, the 
greatest act of subserviency to Executive will, 
charged by the org:ns of the party of which the 
gentieman is now a member, but which he thought 
a noble vind cation of the principles of liberty 
against bank usurpation, was the expunging resola- 
tivnt. And was not the gent'temen shou'der to 
shoulder with us in that transaction? An act 
which he no doubt would fain expunge from 
his history, as his Federal friends have shown 
such readiness to forgive what, to them, at cne 
lime, was viewed as au unpardonabie § trans- 
gression. Bat by whom are we taunted with bow- 
ing down to Executive usurpation? By the slaves 
of banking corporations—by those who have shown 
themselves ready, in effect, to acknowledye the su- 
premacy of bank rule in this count-y. It ill be- 
came them to taunt those with being the slaves of 
the Executive will, who had been, and were now, 
endeavoring to preserve to the people of this coun- 
try their own sovereignty, and the right to rule 
themselves, instead of being ruled by a combina- 
tion of political and moneyed interesis. 

Mr. SMITHEL of Conn said he should not have 
asked the indulgence of the Senate to express his 
views upon this subject, had he not supposed that a 
wrong construction might be given to his motives 
for the vote which he felt bound to give upon the 
motion before the Senate. The honorable Senator 
from New York [Mr. TatumapcGe] would seem to 
indicate, by the warmth of his answer, on my at- 
iempting to obtain the floor, that I was attempting 
to trench upon the time he had marked out for his 
own consumption. The gentleman need not fear 
any such disposition or attempt on my part. I was 
aware of the importance he had atiached to the po- 
litical characier which be is attempting to sus'ain, 
by showing that he is a Democrat; and hence his 
great anxiety to give the impression at this time. 
I am sure, for one, I should feel disposed to give 
him all the time and opportunity he desired for that 
purpose; for, as it regards myself, I need no 
time, here or elsewhere, to impress that fact upon 
the publie mind. All who kuow me, know I am 
a Democrat; let it be to my credit or discredit, no 
one will question it, friend or foe; and no expcsure 
or argument of mine would make it more satisfac- 
tory. I should, therefore, have no motive for 
taking up the ume he deemed so precious, to give 
himse\f a political character, for which he seemed 
to fear he had notfullcredit. Sir, I am disposed 
to approve of the rule adopted in the other end of 
the Capitol, in relation to Abolition petitions. When 
this e» citing question was before the Senate, and dis- 
cussed during the last Congress, I was disposed to re- 
ceive the petitions and lay them on the table,and dono 
mere with them. When the motion was made to 
lay the motion for recep'ion on the table, I vo'ed 
against that motion, hoping if the peti'ion was re- 
oeived, and laid on the table, and nothing further 
done with it then, the petitioner would consider it 
as a determination of the Senate not 'o investigate 
the subjec', and, thereafter, desist pet.tioning Con- 
gress for relief of supposed grievances, when Con- 
gress had, on mature deliberation, decided that if 
the petitioners considered slavery a moral evil, 
then it was not such a grievance as Congress could 
take cognizance of. But, sir, ] am satisfied, and 
am constraiuved to say, that, in‘my belief, regard. 
less of consequences, which I fear would bea dis- 
solution of the Union, with the countless evils 
and misery which wou'd follow in i's train, that 
the Abolitionists are determined to agitate this ques- 
ion, however indulgent, and however much Con- 
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gress may be disposed to gratify the pétitioners, 
short of setting itself about abolishing slavery in 
the States, which are eutirely sovereign and inde- 
pendent of the General Government in regard to 
that subject; and over which the Goverament has 
no more control than it has over the free States, 
tocoerce them to instituie and main‘ain slavery 
against their will. 
the door wholly against, and excluding, the incend:- 
ary petitions; and though many of the petitioners 
may be, and probably are, honest, many,I have 
reason tofear, arenotso. Howeverthe Northern 
people may deprecate the existence of slavery in the 
States, and however unjust they may consider it 
in tne abstract, I cannot believe that intelligent and 
honest men can think they are dving justice to the 
people of this happy Republic, when they so ob- 
stinately aud perseveringly persist in presenting 
the'r inflammatory peti:ions upcn this subject, after 
Congress has so many times, and so decicediy, ex- 
pressed i's disapprobation of them, and its unwil- 
lingness to aid in a scheme fraught with such 
danger; and upon grounds both of uncons tiution- 
ality and inexpediency. I do not intend, Mr. Pie- 
siden!, to deny the right of any citizen of the United 
States to petition his Government for a redress of 
any real or supposed grievances. I intend to 
award to him the right ip ts fullest extent. I have 
no doubt, sir, but this isan inherent right in any cili- 
zn of a Republican Goveroment Lhe this, and 
which is not strengthened in the least, in my opi- 
nion, by agrantof the right in the Constitation. 
The political power which moves the Government 
of the people in all its operations is placed, and 
res des in the people; every citizen of the Republic 
ho'ds a pcrtion of it in his own hands; and those 
who administer the Government, are but the agents 
or servants of the people, authorized only to wield 
this power temporarily during the time the people 
have confided it to their hands, but not make a final 
disposition of it; and they have, at any time, an 
undonbted right to approach their agents, the pub- 
he functionaries, with any complaints or grievances 
they may have to lay before them. But if the Go- 
vernment think their grievances are not real, and 
of which, among other things, they are selected 
and authorized by the people to judge, they 
have a right to make such a dispositon of 
them as, in their opinion, is right and just: 
but still, if the people feel themselves aggrieved 
by the decision of their agents, they bave a 
remedy at the ballct box, and which they will 
take care to exercise. Sir, it is claimed by the Se- 
nator from New York (Mr. TaLuMapGe]gthat the 
Abolitionists are not known as a political party. 
Pelilical partics are natural consequences of a 
Republican and Representative Governmen!; their 
regular formation shows the political body to be ia 
healthy action; they act as sestinels over the insti- 
tutions and rights of the people; it is by these poli- 
tical conflicts and strifes that the official conduct of 
the people’s servants, their functionaries, is inves- 
tgated, and exposed to the view of ths people, and 
which enables them more correctly to judge who 
are worthy of confidence and faithful to their trast, 
and who are not; and by their agency, the a!arm is 
given to the people when their rights are invaded. 
No man ought to desire that we should be free from 
political par ies; no free Government can exist with- 
outthem. Atthe same timeI am free to admit that 
political parties carry along with them their evils 
as wellas their benefi's, but the latier vastly pre- 
ponderate. 

There cannot be, in the nature of parties aris nz 
under and growing cutof a free Gove-nment, but 
two; each having for its object, protessedly, the 
good of the peop'e, but disag'eeing in the mode in 
which the good shall be produced; all others par- 
take, in their sentiments and in their tendencies, of 
ene or the other, and are avxiliaries to them, 
and finally melt into and become united to that 
party to which their principles naturally incline 
them. Every maa has a right to choore for him- 
self which party he will unite himself with, and no 
one has a right to say, Why doye so? Every 





man who means to make himself useful, will 
unite himself with one or the other of the parties; 
and, if he is a patriot and philanthropist, will en- 
deavor to promote that form of government which 


I am, therefore, for shutting . 





he believes will be productive of 
and dispense to man the greatest 
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happiness. The po'itical parties which exist hen 
are coeval with the Government; they have },. 
of long standing; their principles w 
and have undergone no change; the 


ere early forme 


well understood by the people, a their's 
lative merits easily estimated. The Prine 
pies of the Federal paity were fully a 


loped under the elder Adans, and reject 
by the peopte. S.nce then, that party, basal 
that their principles were not acceptable to ihe . 
ple, have laid aside their principles, and kept S 
concealed behind a closely drawn curtain He 
have acted altogether upon expedient; while th 
Democratic party have kept on in the even lenor ¢ 
their way, and endeavoring, by all who'e om 
means, at all times, to fully develope, and brine ,, 
the full view of the people, their principles, J, , 
the object of one party to conceal their Principles 
and of the other, to give as great publicity io thei: 
as pos-ible. The party which acts upon principle 
has nothing to do but first to ascertain what the prit 
ciples are, andthen follow them; and hence the part 
is never segregated, or broken up, by a differe; 
in Opinion as to expecients most proper to 4 
adopted for its guidance cr direction; while ; 
tendency of the other party, which acts by expe 
dients, is ever to separate; and though none of | 
sub-parties ever lcse sight of their principles, whi 
they intend to act upon, if they gain the asce; 
dency, they many times proceed without muc 
union or harmony in their actions. [1 is for iby 
reason that none of the sub-parties are eve 
auxilisries to the Democratic party, or eve 
in the end, unite with them; they hap 
no natural affinity for that pary. hk 
a wel known fact, that whenever a Democ 
can be induced to adopt the Abolition faith, whic 
is now and then the case, but very seldom, bh 
straightway goes to the Federal party, and unite 
his vote, politically, with theirs, and is as mucho 
a stranger to Democracy thereafier, as if he ha 
never known it. The honorable Seva’or [Mr. Tat 
mabGeE] said, if I unders'ood him right, that th 
Abolitionists formed no distinct political party, an 
that they did not act with the party that he did. H 
seems to be very anxious, appa‘eatly, to keep ther 
at arm’s length, and push them off; and why is thi 
If their combination and ebjects are laudable an 
commendable, why repudiate them? Why not re 
ceive them with open arms, and embrace them 
not only as political, but patriotic and philanthra 
pic brethren, and firmly wed and unite them | 
their party? The reason is perfectly obvious, wh 
they dare not openly receive them, while they p 
vately have their aid. They are aware that the 
cause is viewed by the great body of the peop 
as an unjustifiable and unholy one, fraught wi 
danger to this Government: and no political part 
dare openly to embrace them, more than the 
would the bohon upas; it will be equally dead! 
in its poison, to whom or whatever it comes! 
contact wth. That political party which sha 
receive it will feel its blight, and wither unde 
its influence. The honorable Senator says \ 
party to which he belongs has never had th 
“benefit of the Abolition votes; that they have neve 
been united with theirs. I would ask the Senato 
why in selecting candidates for the two first offic 
in the State of New York, one was taken. fro 
the Abolitionists, and one from the anti-Abelitio 
ists? I would ask him further, whether either 
these officers could have been elected, but for ™ 
votes of the Abolitionists? I wou!d ask him agi 
whether the ticket was not so arranged, for the¢ 
press purpose of obtaining the Abolition vet! 
would ask him further, whether General Harris 
could have been nominated for the Presidency, ! 
it not been for Abolitionists, and whether he cot 
have been nominated without the activity and 
of Mr. Weed, their State printer at Albany, 
bringing all the Abolitionists to hisaid? These: 
fac's thad will speek for themselves; and there is iw 
use in denying them. The Democrats undcIsi 
they have not had their votes, and the Federalist: 
derstand they have hadthem. The honorable Se 
tor here said that Ben. Franklin was an Abolition 
this is but the echo of all the Abolition paper; 
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~~ peen blazoned forth in all their papers in capital 
wane Do they believe that if Doctor Franklin 
oe alive, from what they knew of his cha- 
oo as a patriot, statesman, and philosopher, 
c he would join them in tieir mad career, 
rmed im a crusade against the peaceful in- 
TOWNE ,ahitants of tae slave States; and unite with 
Tea om in despei'ing them of their property, which 
Pring -ecyarantied to them in the political com: act 
deve * which so many millions of people are enjoy- 
ecm the most perfect civil and religious liberty? 
OWin Oeciat Franklin was understood io be such an Abo- 
€ pec iuionist as nearly all the Northern people are, and 
t ther wthaps @ great share ef the Southern people. 
» ANGE they believe slavery to be a political evil; ard, 
le t yithout taking into consideration the moral cha- 
NOt OME cier of it, they ave willing, so far as they can 
OME gstitutionally, to eid in removing it from our 
108 ' 4, atleast, as a civil inconvenience or evil. But 
Ky ey understand the right to hold this species of pro- 
Ciples erty in the States existed at the time our Consti- 
thei wtion was formed; and that that right was never 
\ciplea rendered by the States,or taken away from them; 
* pring sd however it may be viewed in a political or 
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“tse goral point of view, it is beyond their reach; and 
‘Te Cal snerefure they consider all officious intermeddling 
- ae wie Las tending to destroy the Union, and to in- 
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yolve the whole nation in ruin. As much asI de- 
pi. precate the ex stence of the evil, I believe, as it is 













































a here among us, it is much better for the slaves, 
- snd much better for the whole community, that ne- 
- goes should remain slaves. So far as I am 
‘ a acquainted with them, e.ther in the free or slave 
evel 8413s the slaves appear the most moral, most 
+ ever creertul, and most useful. There are probably 

re neatly three mil'ions of slaves in the United States, 

It uneducated, and unused to taking care of them- 
eee xives, and probably altogether incompetent to do 
whic Ifthey were all emancipated at once, they 
Sas ie would form about as large a population as the 
1 enae whole Un:on bad at the close of the Revolutionary 
nuch oe eS their tendency would be to the North, where 
he hai n'y ate taught to believe their peculiar friends 
oe They would be nearly twice as numerous as 
that hae” whole population of the New England States. 
we, a What could be reasonably expected to result from 
did. H ther diffusion over the States, other than vices and 
ep the crimes of the most pernicious and destructive cha- 
ris hiner _Itis, [ believe, ascertained that a great 
able ang PePottion of the convicts in the various prisons of 
not reg Slates are ignorant and unlettered men, and 
ce then tat most of the crimes committed are ascribed to 
‘lanthet hatcircumstance. They would be commingled 









wih the now peaceful and wholesome inhabitants 
ofthe North, and their vices communicated wher- 
ever the people were susceptible of it,filling our Jand 
wih amoral malaria; and instead of congratulat- 
ing ourselves with being at least as moral as any 
part of the Union, or of the world, we should be a 
petlect sample of immorality. 

The honorable Senator from New York says 
here is a class of Loco Focos in the city of New 
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ae York who are agrarians, and are endeavoring to 
‘ch shag'2S about such a state of society as will enable 
> ol them to divide the property of the wealthy people, 





aud lake a portion of it to themselves. This has 
been so long used by the Federal party, as a bug- 
tear to frighten the timid, that there is now no man 
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cenit “ignorant but he will laugh at the man who is 
st office Y Rough to declare it. But the Senator says, if 
cen. {comm’'*2 People were to send him a petition for that 
\ bolitiongmm?**Pose, to be presented to Congress, he wou'd do 
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either d is case, I suppose, is presented for the pur- 
1 for ce of illustration; and I think it very judiciously 
im agai elected, There would be as much reason in pre- 
or the BS this to Congress, and asking its aid, as the 
vote? Abolition petitions, and I think would not be more 





Harriso absurd. I think ita very fair illustration. I think 


makes perfectly clear that which to but few ap- 
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he could doubtfnl defore—and that is, these Abolition- 
y and Sate entitled to no relief here, in the manner 
‘Ibany, ! ‘ked for. But the honorable Senator over the 
These ty, (Mr. Wexsrer,] in the discussion of this 
ere is litle t0R, has asked whether Englishmen, French- 











ind: salam -") 80d others speaking different languages, could 


-ralists Un live together in these States peaceably, harmo- 
able Seam°°S'y and prosperously, each retaicing his origi- 
politonii, llanguage, and national habits. He does not make 
papers; direct app'ication, and seems rather to deny that 
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he has any disposition to have the whites and blacks 
amalgamate; but he, at heart, must intend to inculcate 
the idea that the black race can live here with the 
white, and mingle with them in all the social en- 
joyments of life, except to amalgamate; and this 
case represents, I presume, an illustration of their 
position. But 1 will take the case which the hono- 
rab’e Senator has supposed; and what would have 
been our condition as a nation at this time, had al 
the foreigners who have emigrated to this country 
retained their original language, and national pre- 
judices and habits, and taught and impressed them 
upon their children? Can any one doubt but we 
would have presented a second Babel? Sir, place 
in jux‘aposition the whites and blacks, and make 
them all equally eligible to high social stations— 
you have only to look 10 Mexico for the conse- 
quences, where you will bave a perfect illustration 
of it. A people occupying the fairest portion of the 
g'obe, with all the natural advantages necessary to 
make one of the most powerful nations en earth, 
so mixed up, divided into castes, and degraded, 
that they are incapable of binding themse'ves 
together, and forming such a Government as to 
give any security to party or person. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said he thought the 
day had been very unprefi ably spent, and he did 
not in'end to prolong the discussion, but he wished 
to make a remark in reply to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, as to the mingling of the French 
and Anglo-Saxon races in Louisiana. He said 
there had been considerable difficulty in preserving 
peaceful relations among them, and nothing but 
the greatest forbearance on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, and on the part of some of the French, bai 
prevented collisions. He said that both the great 
parties had occasionally profited by Abolition, 
and instanced the recent election of a Demo- 
cratic Governor in Massachuse''s by their 
aid. He telieved that, if put to the vote, there 
was not a single Senator who would not vote 
to maintain the rights of the South. Their in- 
stitutioas, whether right or wrong, were, from their 
nature, incurable. But he did not wish to mix it 
up with collateral questions. He alluded to the 
resolutions passed by the House; and said when he 
first heard of i's passage, he had feared, and he yet 
entertained fears, about its operation, and thought 
its tendency would be to increase, instead of allay- 
ing, excitement. Heretofore, Congress had acted 
as a safety valve in passing off this excitement. 
He never had believed there was any danger, if 
we conducted ourselves here as wise and prudent 
statesmen; but why should we idenify Aboltion 
with ri@h‘s guarantied by the Constitution. If we 
desire safety, let us stand upon the broad platform 
of the Constitution, and this would be the best 
guarantee of protection for the rights of the South. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I rise to say that I have 
heard the remarks of the Senator who has just 
concluded, [Mr. Cray,] with deep regret. I 
make no impeachment of motive, but am com- 
pelled to say that what he has said, and the course 
he so strongly recommends in regard to these peti- 
tions, are calculated, especially at this moment, to 
do much harm. If we should have the folly to 
adopt it, to receive these slanderous and incendiary 
petitions, to take jurisdiction over the subject, and 
to argue the case with their authors, as the S*nator 
advises, it would, in the end, prove fatal tous. I 
know this question to the bottom. I have viewed 
it under every possible aspect. There is no safety 
but in prompt, determined, and uncompromising 
defence of our rights—to meet the danger on the 
frontier. There all rights are strongest, and more es- 
pecially this. ‘The moral is like the pbhy-ical world. 
Nature has encrusted the exterior of all organic 
life, for its safety. Let that be broke through, and 
it is all weakness within. So in the moral and po- 
litical world. It is on the extreme I:mits of right 
that a'l wrong and encroachments are the most 
sensibly felt and easily resisted. I have acted on 
this principle throughout,, in this great contest. I 
took my lessons from the patriots of the Revolation. 
They met wrong promptly, and defended right 
against the first encroachment. To set here, and 
hear ourselves and constituents, and their rights 
and institutions, (essential to their safety,) assailed 
from day to day—denounced by every epithet cal- 
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culated to degrade and render us odious; and 
to meet all this in silence, or, still worse, to 
reason with the foul slanderers, would eventually 


| destroy every feeling of pride and dignity, and sink 


us, in feelings, to the condition of the slaves they 
would emansipate. And this the Senator advises 
us to do. Adopt it, and the two Houses would te 
converted into ha'ls to debate our rights to our pro- 
per'y, and whether, in holding it, we were not 
thieves, robbers, and kidrappers; and we are to 
submit to this in order to quietthe North! IT tell the 
Senator that our Union, and our high moral tone of 
feeling on this subject at the South, are infinitely 
more important to us than any possible effect that 
his course could have at the North; and that, if we 
could have the weakness to adopt his advice, it 
would even fail to effect the object intended. 

It is proper to speak out. If this question is left to 
it-elf, unresisted by us, it cannot but terminate 
fatally to us. Our safety and honor are in the 
opposite direction—to take the highest ground, 
and maintain it resolutely. The North wilialways 
take position below us, be ours high or low. They 
will yield all that we will, and something more. 
If we go for rejection, they will at first insist 
on receiving, on the ground of respect fer 
petition. If we yield that point, and receive pet - 
tions, they will go for reference, on the ground that 
it is absurd to receive and not to act, as it truly is. 
If we go for that, they will next insist on 
reporiing and discussing; and, if that, the 
next step will be to make concession—'o 
yield the point of abolition in this District; and 
so on, till the whole process is consummated, cach 
sueceeding proving mure easy than its predecessor. 


The reason is obvious. The Abolitionists understand 


their game. They throw their votes to the party 
most disposed to favor them. Now, sir, in the hot 


contest of party in the Northern section, en which 


the ascendency in their several States and the Ge- 
neral Government, may depend, all the passions 
are roused to the greatest height in the violent 
struggle, and aid sought in every quarter. They 
would forget us in the heat of battle; yes, the suc- 
cess of the election, for the time, would be more 
important than our safety, unless we, by our deter- 
mined stand on our rights, cause our weight to be 
| felt, and satisfy both parties that they have nothing 
to gain by courting those who aim at our destrue- 
tion. As far as this Government is concerned, that 
is our only remedy. If we yield that, if we lower 
our stand to permit partisans to weo the aid of 
those who are striking at our interests, we shall 
commence a descent, in which there is no stopping 
| place short of total abolition, and with it our de- 
| struction. 
A word in answer to the Sena'or from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Wesster ] He attempted to show 


|| that the rght of petition was peculiar to free Go- 


verament. So far is the assertion from being true, 
that it is more appropriately the right of despot c 
Governments; and the more so, the more absolute 
and austere. So far from being peculiar, or conge- 
nial, to free popular States, it degenerates un- 
der them, necessarily, into an instrument, not of 
redress for the grievances of the petitioners, but, 
| as has been remarked, of assault on the rights of 
| others, asin his case. That I am right in making 
the assertion, I put it to the Senator—have we not 
a right, under the Constitution, to our property 
in our slaves? Would it not bea violation of 
the Constitution to divest us of that right? 
Have we nota right to enjoy, under the Constitu- 
tion, peaceably and quietly, our acknowledged rights 
|| guarantied by it, wihout annoyance? The Senator 
assents. He does but justice to his candor and in- 
|| telligence. Now, I ask him, how can he assent to 
receive petitions, whose object is to annoy and dis- 
|| turb our right, and, of course, in dizect infraction 
| of the Constitut on? 
|| The Senator from Ohio [Mr. Tappan] in refus- 
| ing to present these incendiary and unconstitutional 
|| petitions, has adopted a course truly constitutional 
| and patriotic, and, in my opinion, the only one 
| that isso. 1 deeply regret that it has not been 
| followed by the Senator from Kentucky in the pre- 
|| sent instance. Nothing short of it can put a stop 
|| to the mischief, and do justice to one-half of the 
| States ofthe Union, If adopted by others, we shall 
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soon hear no more of Abolition. The responsibility by a prominent Federal member, censuring those 


of keeping alive this agitation, must rest on those 
whe may refuse to follow so noble an example. 
Mr. WRIGHT said he had never before, he be- 
lieved, attempted to address the Senate when an 
Abolition petition was under consideration. If he 
justly appreciated his duty, it was quite likely 
he should remain silent now, though he had not 


risen to discuss Abolitionism, or to protract this || 


very desultory debate. Stll,some remarks had 
falien from his colleague, and from the Senator 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Ciay,] which bis daty to ab- 
sent friends seemed to him to require him to notice 

The honorable Senator [Mr. Cray] has taken 
the liberty to refer toa vote lately given in the 
other branch of Congress in reference to the dispo- 
sition of these petitions; to allude to the fact that 
some of the members of the New York delegat on, 
the political friends of Mr. W. had voted for the 
rule adopted in the House; and then had sta‘ed that 
all partics in tne Legislature of the State were now 
expressing their decided reprehension of that vote. 
He should not feel at liberty te make the action of 
either of these legislative bodies the subject of re- 
mark upon this occasion, had he not been forced to 
do so by the course pursued by the honorable Sena- 
tor; and he wished it to be distinctly understood, that, 
in making the short reply be intended, he was not 
acting as the authorized apologist or defender of 
the triends who had given the vote complained of. 
if the vote required apol gy, they would be found 
ready to make it for themselves. If it 
required defence, they were much better able, 
from character and talent and _ influence, 
to defend themselves, than he was to defend them. 
They were responsible for their acts to the consti- 
tuents who had sent them here, not to himself, or 
to this body. 

Still, as the honerable Senator had referred to the 
vote and to the action of the Sta'e Legis'ature, not 
this year simply, but the last a'so, it was proper in 
itself, and due to those who were censured, that he 
sheuld state the facts, as he understood them to 
exist. The Senator had spoken of the expression 
of the Legis ature of New York last year, upon this 
subject oft he disposition of Abolition petitions in 
Congress, as having followed a political revolution 
in the State, and of the form of that expression. 
He must remind the gentleman that the expression 
to which he alluded as having been made last year, 
was made in but one branch of the New York Le- 
gislature. The political revolution of which he 
spoke had not then reached the State Senate, and 
that body did not unite in the expression in favor 
of these petitioners. ‘The House of Assembly, the 
popular branch of the Legislature, was then in the 
hands of the political friends of the Senator; and it 
did make a strong expression, supposed to favor 
the Abolitionists. It did declare the AruerTon re- 
solutions, so called, a denial oi the right of petition. 
He did not now recollect the exact form ot the re- 
soluvions, or the substance of the exp:ession beyond 
this point, but as to this he wassute he could not be 
mistaken. The Arnuerron resolutions were de- 


nounced, because it was said they were a cexial of 


the right of petition, What disposition did the 
Aruerton resolutions make of Abolition petitions? 
They were to be received and immediately Jaid 
upon the table, without reading or printing, and 
without debate. This was the denial of the rizht 
of petition last year. according to the expressed 
sense of the Whig branch of the New York Le- 
gislature. 

Now, certain of the Democratic members of the 
House of Representatives from that State, had voted 
to establish a rale of that House, pressed upon 
them upon the motions of prominent Whigs, by 
which these petitions were not to be received. In 
other words, they had voted for a rale which was, 
in fact and in terms, just what their opponents in 
the Legislaiure of their State, one year ago, de- 
clared to be the true and practical effect of the 
Aruerton resolutions. Tois was what these mem- 
bers had done, and his object was accomplished in 
giving the facts. He knew net what either party 
yn the Legislature of the present year were doing 
upon this subject, except that he had noticed in the 
public papers that some res: lutions had been intro- 
duced into the popular branch of that.Legislature, 





who had voted for the rule lately adopted in the 
Hous: of Representatives. If there had been ac- 
tion upon them, the account of it had not met his 
notice. 

His honorable colleague had discussed at some 
length the politics of their State, and of the varicvus 
parties in it; the questions, which were Democratic, 
and which Federal; which were, and which were 
not Abolit.on; and the like, and had pronounced 
his conclusions with some positivene:s. In doing 
this, he had, as Mr. W. thought, done injustice to 
a political friend of his,or he would not have en- 
tered into the discussion. He understood his hono- 
rable colleague to say that the member of the 
popular branch of the present Legislature of their 
State, who was, atits organization, the candidate 
for Speaker of the Administration party in the 
House, had, upon the late election of a United 
States Senator, and when his colleague was elected, 
voted for a prominent Abolitionist, a gentleman by 
the name of Gerrit Smith. If he correctly under- 
stood the remarks of his colleague, this vote was 
said to have been given by the gentleman alluded 
to upon the open viva voce vo'e tor Senator in the 
House of which the gentleman was a member. Did 


| his colleague so state? 


{[Mr. TaLtmapce replied, yes, that was the way 
I understood it } 

Mr. W. said he had not made this inquiry thus 
minutely, for the purpose of €contradicting it upon 
his own responsibility, as he had no personal know- 
ledge how the fact was; but he had done so for the 
purpore of expressing his belief that the statement 
was erroneous, and giving the grounds of that 
belief. 

He well remembered that, pending the proceed- 
ings in the Legislature of the State, touching the 
elect on of a Senator, a report sprang up in this city, 
and in one wing of this Capito}, that all the friends 
of the Administration in the popular branch of that 
Legislature had vo'ed for this ardent Aboli'ionist, 
this Gerrit Smith, as their candidate for the Senate 
of the United States. ‘Ihe rumor produced deep 
fecling here. He was called upon by agreat num- 
ber of members of Congress, from all quarters of 
the Union, for information as to the fact. He had 
none to communicate. He had received no inti- 
mation of any such action on the part of his poli- 
tical friends; but the mai's from the North were 
deranged by the stormy and severe weather of the 
period, and he was unable to say what action had 
been had, or what information others might have 
received. He entertained the most confident belief 
that the report was false, and so state@®to his 
fiiends, but he could not give it authorized contra- 
diction. This report, however, necessarily led him 
to examine that vote with deep interest and great 


| care, when it did reach him. The Albany Argus, 


a public journal to which his colleague had alluded 
as a leading Federal paper, was his authority, and 
was it Federal, Democratic, or Democratic Repub- 
lican, which last his co!league seemed to syppose 
the real name of his party, it was authority upon 
which he re‘ied with a quiet confidence. The vote 
given, upon the election of a Senator, in beth 
branches of the Legislaiure, he found in the co- 
jums of that paper in detail; the name of every 
member voting, and the name of the candidate 
voted fo: by each, being distinetly stated. He ex- 
amined the accouat with care, and could not say he 
felt much surprise when he perceived that not one 
single individual of any party had given his vote 
for the supposed formidable Abolition candidate, 
Gerrit Smith. 

He could not, however, in justice to his own 
feelings, leave this matter here, and permit the in- 
ference thatthe mistake of his colleague was wholly 
without foundation. He would, therefore, relate 
what he had understood had taken place at some 
stage ef the proceedings preliminary to the elec- 
ionof a Senator. He supposed the acccunt had 
a} peared in the public papers, but be had nct seen 
it there, and related it from mere report. It was 
this: a law or resolution was before the Legis!ature, 
designed to prescribe the time and manner of elect- 
ing a Senator. To members of the minority of 
the House, other candidates, taken from the ranks 
of their political opponents, were more acceptable 


than his colleague. Some of these me 

posed to make the election directly, raped 
the name of the Senator in the bili or resolain’ 
and thus declaring the election, instead of Seieand 
ing the time and manner for future action P, 
suing this feeling, the names of a variety ; . 


i of 
didates were proposed, and among moe awe 
Smith, his Abolitionism out of the question . 


most bitter opponent of this Administration. Th 
name might have come from the gentleman head 
to by his colleague, but it was under sach Snes 
stances, and for such objects, ashe verily believe, 
if it came from him at all, which fact he could not 
assert. It was a Choice among his enemies ho 
his voluntary preference asa politician, or a'¢i;, 
zen, as his viva voce vote upon the election should 
have been. This explanation of the error of hig 
colleague he bad given, as he had before stated 
rather from romor than {rom any referable autho. 
rity; but he did not doubt it was the real explana 
tion, and the on'y one of which his statement was 
suscep ible. 

He was now brought to the Apparent object of 
the remarks of his colleague, and that was the 
point of most materiality and most delicacy, it 
interests ef others having been disposed of. Wh 
was the statement of hs colleague made, but t 
show that his friends, and the friends of the Ad 
ministration in the North, are the Abolitionis 
there? He could see no other object, and ovher por 
tions of the remarks of his colleague seemed | 
him to have a similar object and tendency. 

In reference to al such remarks, caiculated 
produce personal irritation, he would take thi 
occasion to say to his colleague, that it was no 
something more than six years since they ha 
taken their seats together in this body; that thei 
public acts had been known to the Senate, if ny 
to their constituents and the country; that it was 
therefore, folly fer them to discuss the question 
here which was a Democrat, which was a Fede 
ralist, or which was a Democratic Republican ig 
po itics. Theic acts, not their words, must deter 
mine that point, and the Senate itself would judge 
independently of their impressions, what the prope 
classification of each was. So also with the ques 
tion of Abolitionism. His action upon that di 
turbing subject was known to this body and th 
country. If it made him an Abolition’st, it wast 
vain for him to reason against the conclusion. | 
it did not, any remonstiances and declarations from 
him agains! the charge, come from what quarter! 
might, was unnecessary here. So with the Presi 
dentof the United States. His declarations ao 
acts and voles as to these petitions, and this whol 
subject, were perfectly known to every individu 
they addressed; and was it necessary for him, 2 
the avowed personal and political friend of tha 
officer, as he had been since he had had the hono 
of a seat here, and still continued to be, was! 
necessary for him to defend the President agains 
the charge of Abolitionism? Not here! not here’ 


Why, then, Mr. W. asked, were tbese poin's de 
bated here, upon such an occasion, atid these cha'ge 
directly made, or impliedly made, by his colleague 
During the whole of their public service logeihe' 
hitherto, however wide might bave been thei 
political differences of opinion, it gave him sincer 
pleasure to state that there had not been one par 
ticle of personal unkindness between his colleagu 
and himself. This condition of their personal! 
lations he earnestly hoped might continue; an 


‘to that end he would now, as he had uponal 


former occasions, carefully abstain from all 
marks calculated to excite unkind feeling. H 
hoped his colleague would imitate him in this, a0 
relieve them from the necessity of disturbing 'h 
Senate by their personal or local differences. The 
had both had experience enough in the body \ 
know that all such c*llisions were unpleasal | 
the members of the Senate. Should they, theo 
thus afflict them? For himself, nothing but ase? 
of self-respect could induce him to doit. 3 

they came there together, they were political friend 
Those members from other States, whom he ha 
found there as political friends, and who yet 

mained there, with very few exceptions, were ye 
personal and political friends. Those whom! 


had found as political opponents, with excepts! 
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